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1. ULTA ſunt ad humanas Societates rite adminiſtrandas ne- 
8 M ceſſaria, quæ ſummo Numini non collibuit inſtituere, quæq; 
ſunt ideo humano Arbitrio, et authoritate omnino definienda. 

Eccleſia Chriſtiana eſt hujuſmodi ſocietas, cujus ad externam ad- 
miniſtrationem non placuit ſummo Numini leges inſtituere neceſſarias. 

sunt ergo hujuſmodi leges humano Arbitrio humanaq; Auctoritate 
inſtituendæ. | | 


Fo ga, CV Ink 4 


2. Summam poteſtatem contra ſummam poteſtatem, ſive binas 
ſummas poteſtates in eodem Imperio, five in eadem Civitate vel Re- 
publica, non fert rerum Natura. 

At fi neceſſaria quæcunq; ad res ſacras rite adminiſtrandas} ſum- 
mo Numini non præſcripta, ſint hominibus duntaxat eccleſiaſticis 
ſummo jure inſtituenda (uti tradidit Borneius ;) neceſſe erit ſumma 
poteſtas contra ſummam poteſtatem ; ſive binæ ſummæ Poteſtates erunt 
in codem Imperio, five in eadem Civitate, vel Republica. 
Ergo hujuſmodi circa res ſacras inſtituta eccleſiaſtica non fert rerum 
Natura. | FE 

ITERUM. 

3. Quæcunq; ſunt publicæ utilitatis, five ad ſummam Reip, ſalu- 
tem neceſſario faciunt, nec ſunt a Deo præſcripta, ſummæ poteſtati ſunt 

adminiſtranda. 5 | | 5 

At Inſtituta pro optima rerum ſacrarum (ſive cultus divini) admini- 
ſtratione, non minus quam civilium, (ſunt enim et illæ civiles) ſunt 
publicæ utilitatis, ſive ad ſummam falutem republicz pertinentia. GE 

Ergo hujuſmodi Inſtituta ſunt ſummæ poteſtati, ſuo jure preſcri- 


benda. | | | 8 2 
v 8 N 7 [ 

4. Ubi nulla Lex ibi nulla Tranſgreſſio, Rom. 4. 15. j Cond 

At Exempla ex facris literis vel praxi primitiva petita, non ha # . 
bent vim legum obligantem. 8 » 4 Ac 
Ergo Inſtituta circa res ſacras, hujuſmodi exemplis (utpote non 7 
legibus) non tenentur eſſe per omnia conformia. , an 
dint, 


Paucula hæc rite ac debite penſitata palam facient, omnia Borne; ride 
tanto cum apparatu prolata, contra ſuperius pronunciata et in præ ding wi 
fatione noſtra uberius expoſita, nihil quicquam habere ponderis aa de Mini 
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refed particularly to the Gentlemen and others of the Preſly- 


terian Perſuaſion in LIVERPOOL. 


GENTLEMEN, 


$ many of you as remember the Time when ſo trifling an Event as my 


Conformity happened, may perhaps alſo remember that that Step of 


Conduct had no Manner of Relation to any Quarrel or Miſunderſtanding 


ha MW" ny of your Profeſſion; but that contrariwiſe, the Chief of my Proſpect 
uc Advantage of my ſecular Affairs, might juſtly ſeem to depend (as it 

: upon the Intereſt I had with ſome of the principal Perſons then in 
0 wn of that Character. beg Leave now to declare the Affair really 
8%, and that my Conformity was entirely the Reſult of a Train of the 

„ vlintereſted Reaſoning I had for ſome Time proſecuted; the ſame 
red in the Preface, and upon which I had taken Opportunity of 
= biting with Gentlemen and others of the moſt eminent Character, both 


|. 


tie Miniſters and Laics of your Communion. The Reſult was the Eſta- 
ment of a diſintereſted Conviction, that it was my Duty to become a. 
mber of the Eſtabliſhed Church. | 
35D I defire you, Gentlemen, will believe (what you may eafily reply 
ut worth your Confideration ) that I had not in Conſequence of this 
ge of Conviction and Conduct, the leaſt Diminution of that Eſteem, 
gud and Friendſhip I before had with a valuable Number of your Cha- 
tr and Society, th | 
e A | I HaD, 
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happened to put it into Mr, Beurn's Hand. 


his Manuſcript, I rather, as 


"Publiſh his Conceptions, without allowing himfelf to conſider how ff ef th 


rie PREFACE. 


I HAD, more than once, on Occaſion of accidental ſlight Debates with Cen 


learned Men of your Perſuaſion, propoſed to have publiſhed our different an libe 
prchenſions, for general Satisfaction and Entertainment, which was decline whi 
rom the Conſideration of Difference of Character and Hazard, Th ny! 
{uperſeded all Conſideration of that Nature, till I happened to think Af mii 
writing againſt the Socinians, in Vindication of the Evangelical DoQriaf tho! 
of Salvation by the Merits and Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt. On this Occaſiq And 
1 eaſily conceived the Deſign of taking the Opportunity deſcribed in ti and 


Preface, to write an Apology to the Diſſenters for my leaving their Comm is lit 
nion, which I endeavoured to do entirely in Conſiſtence with that Calu tion, 
neſs and diſpaſhonate Regard to Truth, which ſhould attend all Debate (wit! 
and with that cordial Eſteem and Friendſhip mentioned above. And MI 7 
think this Reply, and whatever is or may appear diſagreeable in it, mi ui. 
be wholly imputed to Mr. Bourn's (I apprehend imprudent) Reſolution WI Princ 


they were inadcquate to his Intention and Profeſſion. defea 


TH1s, Gentlemen, I take the Opportunity of ſaying to you, as it w Advid 
neceſſary to write a ſhort Preface, to give you and others an Account belliſt 
jo uncommon and irregular an Affair, as is the Publiſhing of a Preface ro to kc« 
Book, which hath not yet appeared, nor perhaps ever may, (though i {on o 
Contrary is deſigned.) | bon, 

Tux Beginmng of this Reply, hath, in ſome Sort done this, by relatiſ cation 
how Mr. B-4r7 came to have the Opportunity to read the Preface to wh 5 cor 
he happened to find in himſelf, and to indulge an Inclination to comp Vibes 
and print his FREE and CAN DID CONSIDERATIONS, as an Anſwer, Bo- 

His . whereof, made it, in ſome Sort, neceſſary, the Preface iti nitted 

ſhould appear, though the Book it is deſigned to be prefixed to, is not tempt! 

compleated; ſome embarraſſing Occurrences having, hitherto unavoidab lxing ; 

intermitted my Attention thereto, But, having, in the mean Time, It 

Opportunity to compoſe the Preface ; upon the favourable Cenſure of fol 
Gentlemen of great Ingenuity and Learning, I cauſed an Impreſhon the 

of to be made, more numerous than I deſigned for the Book; that as iti 

upon a different Subject, ſome ſuch might have an Opportunity of readl 

It, as might not be equally diſpoſed to the other. So that a Few of el 

Copics thereof were given out without Publication (none ſold) befor . 5 


3 
I Havr, in the Reply, acquainted my Readers, that upon my Peruſal x 0 5 
far as I durſt, diſſuaded him from printing 


. | | g . - | 60 thi : 
(eſpecially without Correction of ſome Things I thought improper) Y 0 


believed it would not be of much Honour to him, being by no Meß Cro: 
adequate to the Purpoſe he pretended it to be for, though I told him vention 
believed it would ſell. His Book is no more than a pretty handſome this! 
lection and Repreſentation of the molt common-place Topics uſually url Tc 
in popular Vindications of Non- conformity; but bears no Manner of Prop q alſhoo; 
tion to the Scope of my Preface, nor ſo much as enters upon any Thing li Wird Se 
a ſerious, hardly a ſuperficial Conſideration of that Summary, decifive Arg ') »: 


. - . . * y 5 Ss 
ment, which I have there advanced in Juſtification of my CR i 
0 


* . Ss . 3 i... 7 
Reſpect to Conformity, contrary to my Education, and of Conform!t Bll *: Pub, 
| | Genel 


Fa 


The PREFACE. in 


Ceneral: Againſt which, upon the matureſt and moſt diſintereſted De- 
liberation, I could, (I can) think of very little, or rather nothing at all, 
which may properly be alledged. In which Opinion I the rather indulged 
myſelf, as I found I was therein under the Protection of ſeveral very 
eminent Writers, who had ſupported the ſame Argument; but eſpecially 
thoſe two great Oracles of Political Learning, Gretius and Pufendorf : 


And as the whole Reaſoning (whereby this Queſtion is ſo fully determined, 
nd in ſo {mall a Compaſs, which hath otherwiſe produced ſo many Volumes) 


little more than an Explication of that undeniable and ſelf-evident Poſi- 
ton, or Political Maxim, That the Soveraign Power in every State, may 
(with a diſintereſted View to the publick Good) in/titute any Thing which 
not (or which —_ the molt impartial Examination does not appear to be) 
nrary to any Divine Law. But however clear and undeniable this 
Principle is, Mr. Bourn thought the elegant Arrangement, he had made 
of the STRONG SUPPORTS of Non-conformity, would be ſufficient to 
defeat all its Efficacy, eſpecially by the Continuance (contrary to my 
advice and Requeſt) of all the Irony and Sarcaſm, wherewith he had em- 
liſhed his Compoſition, which he very auiſely judged abſolutely neceſſary 


vo kcepup the Edge and Force of his Reaſoning. This was the only Rea- 


lon of whatever Aſperity may appear in my Keply, all which is my Aver- 
hon, as being rather againſt, than of any Uſe or Advantage to the Propa- 
ration and Support of Truth; but I apprehended myſelf under a Neceſſity 
of conforming, fo far as I have done, to the Mode and Style he had pre- 
tribed me. TR 

| zur even this, he or his Friend, (as he acquaints us) to whom he com- 
nitted the Care of the Impreſſion, thought not yet ſufficient, without at- 
tempting to throw a Reproach upon the Preface and its Author, by pre- 
{xins an Advertiſement to his Book in- theſe Words. RD 


LIVERPOOL, Sept. 1755. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


„Tu Preface which gave Occaſion to this Letter, as well as the 


4 ock to which it belongs, were printed ſometime ago by the Author 


bimſelf, and have been privately and ſeparately put into many Hands, 
" theugh they were never regularly publiſhed.” 


Uros the coming out of Mr. Bourn's Book, I publiſhed the Remarks 
nentioned P. 6, 7. of this Reply, wherein, among other Things, I wrote 
v this Effect. Pray give me Leave to aſk, for what Purpoſe you have 
prefaced your Book with an Advertiſement, which ts a plain downright 
talſhizd ® The Book you mention is not printed; there wants the whole 
ird Section, which I am afraid will prove (contrary to my firſt Inten- 
i'm) nearly as long as the Second. And again: T ſhall be taken by that 
advert; »ment to have printed ſome Scandalous Book, I could not face 
e Publication of, nor even truſt the Printing of it to any Hand but my 

A' 2 | owns, 


C — >, 


— dihecs — 1 3 
J — — — 2 ERS — 
— — . 3 IRE " — —— — 
* o 8 — * © wal — 
* - — . — — 
4" * —— — ed * — 


* 


2 
Fy + 
*E #\ 4 « 
£378 
5 
i 
: 1 
LAS | 
1 
"Wd 
. 
877 
2 
„ 
34 
- 
3 
U 


£ 
*3 
” 
+2 
*8 = 
BY: 
* 
„ 
2 
* 
Fs 
ET 
k 4 
1 
1 9 
7 
1 
7 
"0 
* 
" 
2 
5 
1 
L; 
"WE 
bY 
71 
- i 
Kot # 
5 
, * 
12 
44 
ms. 
7 
25531 
: > 
FT 
F "1436 
: / 
n 
1 
, 1 
w 1 
4 N. 
_— - 
5H 
1 
97 
Tale? 
thi ts 
— 
* 
"Oh 
— 
a. 
THEE 
vs 
1 
FN 
1 
134 
A 4 
+ . 
© 457 Het 
* 
tl 
ry 14 
. + 
1 
7 
*% 
'% 883 
1 
y \ 
= 4 
* 
"I 
+ £ 
- 1 
A 
. 
. 4 
1 
8 4 
2 
1 
l 
742 418! 
D! 
1 
51 
1 
e 
7 4 
"Jo 
4 2 
If 
*:Y 8 
„ 4 
#44 
: b 
4 0 
T0 . 
Fa o 
2 
whe ! 4: * 
Lp * dd 
& 
= 2- 
«ab 4 
| 15 
bs 
1 
q + 
"% I SP 
oO OE, 
1 


mie PEESA CE 


own ; and given out the ſame in a cautious, private, clandeſtine Manner, 
to avoid publick Reproach, or perhaps ſome ſeverer Ani madver on. 
Does not (pray judge impartially) docs not the Letter of your Prefatory 
Advertiſement plainly imply thus much“ -and yet it is every Word 
alſe. [ printed the Book (ſo much as is printed) myſelf, only becauſe 
1 could not otherawiſe get it done; there was not a Hand in Town, 
could manage the Greek and Hebrew Types. The Preface was printed 
by Mr. 8 . The Work was delivered privately out to a few, only be- 
cauſe it was imperfett.—— ——What a Difference now there is betwixt this 
Account and your Advertiſement ! And yet Mr. B——tley will have them 
to be both alike, —— How much Malignity may from Ignorance, Pride 
and Prejudice, be ſhewr about a mere Trifle, The Reader will ſee the 
Cafe plainly. Yet the laſt mentioned Gentleman perſiſts to repreſent the 
Thing in his own Way, which is too low and dirty to be taken Notice 
of by my Pen. I have begun with him the Method our bleſſed Saviour 
commands in Caſe of Offence, whereto he hath not thought fit to make 
any Reply or take any Notice of it, ſo I leave him to his own Conceptions, 
THr1s Account contains the true Reafon of my publiſhing the Preface 
in ſo very uncommon a Manner. And ſince as others, beſides Mr. Boury, 
have given themſelves an Intereſt in this Aﬀair, (how much to their 
Honour) 1 may be apprehenſive of Rejoinders and Surrejoinders, Oc. to 
avoid the Reproach of giving up the Cauſe, and to weary me into 3 
Silence, in which they may triumph as a Defeat: I hereby declare to all 
concerned, I will take no Notice of wy Thing further upon this Subject, 
till they ſhall give a clear, full and deciſive Anſwer to the Preface, where- 
of I have not the leaſt Apprehenſion; having ſuch Supports as I mentioned 
before, and as what they have yet advanced has not the leaſt Part even of 


an Attempt of an Anſwer to the principal Arguments. 
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Mr. BOURN Free and Candid 
5 ÞroxnsIDeRATIONS. 


HEN I wrote the Preface to my Book, called the 
CHRISTIANITY of the NEW TESTAMENT, 
| thought it would be a ſtanding and ſatisfactory Vindi- 


tary to the Courſe of my Education, againſt many Re- 
moaches I knew I had ſuffered on that Account, And as 
| had, at the Time of my Conformity, ſhewed a ſhort 


Wt having any material Exception made to them; and 
the Preface had been printed, and ſome Copies given 
ut a conſiderable Time, without any Thing appearing 
winſt it, and having had the concurrent Opinion of ſome 
nl emen of Learning in its Favour; I was vain enough 
believe it wou'd not have been anſwered ; and that it 
wr be conſidered, either as not being worthy of an 
mfrer, which is ſometimes found to be the beſt Way, 
B | (and 
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ation of my conforming to the Church of England, con- 


Irwght of the ſame Arguments, to ſeveral Perſons, with- 
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6 A Reeiy 70 Mr. BOURN's 


(and I verily believe ſome will wiſh they had ſo treated my 
Preface) or as not very obvious to it. But as I happened. 
accidentally to meet with an agreeable, ſprightly, young... 
Gentleman, who, at the firſt Interview, appeared to itt 
well qualified, by Genius and Erudition, to conſider tui 
Merits of an Argument; and finding him to be of th 
Preſbyterian (or however Diſſenting) Perſuaſion ; an 
deſcended from a Gentleman, who, I knew, had been 
believe deſervedly) in his Time, of great Character an 
Reputation in that Way: I happened, in the Freedom « 
Converſation, to tell him I had wrote ſuch a Thing, a 
deſir'd him to peruſe it, and, if he thought fit, to m 
his Remarks upon it, which he agreed to do. I own 
did not expect he wou'd have printed his Reflections, ups 
a Queſtion, I thought my Repreſentation of, had be 
pretty much deciſive; of which Opinion I {till am, 
the more ſo, for his Anſwer. But he thought fit toe 
gage his Pen, and to publiſh his Conceptions, which 
ſays (P. 3.) I may, if I pleaſe, call An ANSWER 
upon which Manner of Expreſſion, I made an obvio; 
Reflection, in ſome brief Remarks I publiſhed, immec 
ately upon the coming out of his Book. He ſent me 
Manuſcript to peruſe, which I did, and wrote him thut fe 
Letters upon ſome Part of it, before I was aware he M cribe 
ſigned it for the Preſs; thinking to have gone throught neu 
whole in that private Way, and giving him ſome Hi olunt 
againſt Publiſhing it without ſome Correction. But Mearer 
though I ſhewed him ſome real plain Miſtakes, he Pork 
ceeded in his own Way, and printed his Book. | wel 

I vip, as above-faid, upon its coming out, and by I 


obviate the Effect, ſuch a Specious Work might, ang ub! 


of 


al! 


believed would have, upon ſome weak and interel;1 la. 
Minds, publiſh ſome brief Remarks, to ſhew the , Ar 
great Inſufficiency of the Performance, and that in IM,11 . 
agreeable a View ſoever it might be thought by ſome, Id, me 


ſet the Caſe, it could not, with the leaſt Propriety be C Difputa 
led an Anſwer to my Preface, as not having toucll..c 


upon, much leſs diſcuſſed and anſwered the Principal: 
| N | fundamen 


free and candid Cox sIDERATIoNVsS. 7 


nene Queſtion entirely depend. That is, he had not pre- 
ended to ſhew, Either that the civil Powers might not, 


Public Concerns of every State, command any Thin 
ot contrary to the Laws of God; or that the Eccleſiaſti- 
al Eſtabliſnment of this Nation, enjoyns any Thing con- 
ray to any ſuch Law. . 

TEISs Obſervation, as it entirely ſets aſide the Force 
Fall he hath writ, might juſtly be eſteemed a ſufficient 
ply; and J ſhould have thought it ſo, and have given 
nyſelf no further Trouble upon the Subject; but as I did 
nmy Remarks (I now think, rather too haſtily) promiſe 
o give him a fuller Reply, to all the Allegations he 
hought fit to make (not againſt much that I had writ, 
ut rather) in defence of his own Conceptions, and thoſe 
If his Party, concerning Church-Power and Policy, and 
e Danger and Inconſiſtency of allowing the civil Powers 
ny Influence in the Adminiſtration of Eccleſiaſtical Af- 
ars, I now think myſelf obliged to fulfil that Promiſe, 


5ould willinglu diſpenſe with my Failure of Promiſe; 
ut for the Sake of others, who might be induced to 
ſcribe ſuch Failure to ſome Reaſon, falſe in itſelf, and 
reudicial to the Cauſe I have, in my own Vindication, 
oluntarily liſted myſelf as an Advocate for. Upon a 
earer and more attentive Conſideration of Mr. Bourn's 
Vork, I find greater Reaſon to be ſorry that I did lay 
yſelf under that Engagement. Not from any Dith- 
ulty J foreſee in the Performance, more than meerly the 
lrouble of writing; but as the Stile the Book is writ in, 
ill lay me under an unavoidable Neceſſity of treating 
's Author with more Sharpneſs and Severity, than I 
ould willingly uſe to any Perſon. I have elſewhere hint- 
d, more than once, that all Advocates for truth (as all 
Viputants are or ought to be) ſhould always endeavour to 
reſerve an Unity of Spirit in the Bond of Peace; and ſhew they 


B 2 | + rE 


nM Efindamental Arguments, and upon which the Merits of 


1th a fincere Aim for the beſt Adminiſtration of the 


ot ſo much out of Regard to the Man, who, I believe, 
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are not purſuing any other End, or acting upon any other 

Motive, than the Eſtabliſhment thereof, in Theory an 
Practice. But in this Gentleman's Performance, I cannot 
avoid ſeeing ſo much of the Cynick Snarle, (except you'll 
rather call it Apiſh Irrifion; | fo little Regard to the true 
Merits of the Queſtion, treated or profeſſed to be treated 
on; fo litttle Obſervance of the Rights of natural Order 
and Decency, as well as the Propriety of Controverly;i 
that I wiſh I could well be excuſed from entring theli 
| Lifts, where I muſt be to engage with, and ſuit my De- 
tence to ſuch untoward Weapans. 

Oxz Thing I hope my Antagoniſt and his Friend 
will acknowledge. That as I wrote to him, to requeſt he 
would take ſome of the Gall and Wormwood out af 
the Peditine he had compounded for me, that I might noe 
be under a Neceſſity of putting ſuch a Quantity of Uine: 
gaz in my Ink, by Way of Counterpoiſon, they will la 
the Blame of all ſuch irregularity of Stile, where it ought 
juſtly to lye. And particularly as he promiſed, in an 
{wer to my Requeſt, to do what I propoſed, as far, Hg ne; 
| ſaid, as he ſafely might, to preſerve the Force of hi 
Reaſoning, which he hath not done at all. — After thele 
Things premiſed, I begin my RueLy to his Free « 
Candid Considerations; how properly ſo called, we 
{hall have Opportunity of ſeeing further on. 


2 not 

Hunte 
uainte 
id no 
enius, 


H ſays, P. 3. The Preface required an Anſwer. Why! 
Was it becauſe it had advanced any Thing contrary to Ge 
neral Truth, the Laws of Humanity, the Peace of Churc 
or State, Purity of Chriſtian Doctrine, Holineſs of Life 
or the general Good of Societies or Individuals? No 
Buc— fs it advances many Things, and thoje of a momentiu 
Nature, contrary to the Seatiments, which, (he ſays) J ant 
mann others have adapted. 1 his Motive, as here ex 
Preſſed, is liable to ſome Animadverſion, but ſo plain a 
not to need a very particular Treatment. 


Selfiſh Aiews are too often the prevalent 1 0 
Action 


But 1 
Me, 

here {| 
nem 
ere 15 

give 
Kat 
And 

dice, 
nds t 


3 


free and candid ConsipeRaTIONs. 9 


ould, eſpecially in all controverted Queſtions, endeavour 
o ſet Self as much as poſſible aſide, change Perſons, and 


ue Reaſons our Antagoniſts appear to have gone upon. 
dl Tus would, I believe, oft ſuperſede all further Diſ- 
ute; and determine or change many a Scheme. As 


he Famous Bowyer confeſſes it did his; who, from a 


hurch, from its firſt Foundation, inſtead of eſtabliſhing 
e eſſential Doctrines of Popery, as he intended, and 
oubted not he ſhould have effectually done, found him- 
If obliged (from the irrefiſtible Evidence of Truth) to 
m his Pen to the Defence of the Proteſtant Religion, and 
the Reformation of the Church from the Errors of Popery. 


P. 4. and 5, My Reſpondent ſeems to value himſelf 
bon his happy Freedom from all Prejudice of Mind, he 
ioht otherwiſe have been unhappily under, by his hav- 
gnever read the Writings of Arias or Socinus, Luther or 
in. J envy him not this Immunity. But might 
not have been as well qualified for the Province he hath 
luntarily undertaken, had he been a little more ac- 
uinted with the Sentiments and Writings of thoſe Men, 


enius, how great ſoever ? 


But why does he ſay of my Preface, p. 5. It may be of 
rice, as pou ſap, particularly to the Jews: Did I any 
here ſay ſo? This is, perhaps, the firſt Inſtance of that 
ntemptuous Sneer he hath ſhewn ſo much of, I truſt 
ere is not in all my Work ſo much as this one Inſtance, 


deat of the Scornful, p. 80. 

And yet were the Jews free from that Cloud of Pre- 
ice, that Vail, which ſeems to be judicially over their 
nds to this Day, in the. reading of the Law and the __— 
| prels ; 


(tion, but not generally ſo openly avow'd. I think we 


epreſent to our own Minds, in the faireſt Light, the 


intereſted Attention to the Hiſtory of the Chriſtian 


id not depended wholly on the Force of his own natural 


give me a Title to the Place fo kindly aſſigned me, in 
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pbets; could they allow themſelves to attend to free Rea." 
ſoning, upon their own Scriptures, they might perhaps 
receive ſome Benefit from ſome ſuch Performance, as I 
aimed mine to be, and obtain a better Idea of the Cha-. 
rafter of the MESSIAH, and his Errand into this 
World, than, not only they, but many Profeſſors of Chri- be 


ſtianity ſeem yet to have. E 
| 0 
W ETH ER the Number of thoſe who reject the Doc "l 
rines of Redemption, Propitiation, &c. be more or fewer 0 
J have not undertaken to ſnew, but have in the General be 7 
with others, my Superiors, complained of the Prevalency an 
of the Socinian Hereſp, and if there be any Reaſon fa, 
that Complaint, it will juſtify the Intention of my Un 4 


dertaking: Whether the Gentleman pointed at be one « ; 
that Character, I don't affirm; but I think the Reaſons L 
have deſcribed were more than ſufficient to give Credit t 


the Account given me, and to ground my Perſuaſiogf th 
upon. Why ſhould People be ſo induſtrious to ſhift oli 100 
and avert, in Words, a Charge, their Actions plain # 


avow? Why do they appear to halt between two Opin 1a 
ons? If Jehovah be Cod, follow him; but if Baal, fellow bin © 
If Jeſus Chriſt be only a Prophet ſent to teach the Law 

of refined Morality (the True Religion of Nature, M 


the Gentleman call'd it) let them avow the Doctrine “ 
penly and freely. Truth needs no Covering. If ft 
came to be a King and a Prieſt, as well as a Prophet, 5 


the Scriptures fully teach; if he came 7o give his Life UM 


| Ranſom for many, Matth. xx. 28. ur auth, r; Og 12 8 
himſelf a Ranſom fe or All, I Tim. 11. 6. "EVTIAUT Cov Inke w U A = 
to purchaſe to himſelf a Church with his own Blood, Acts 2 
28. lu Teienorioals (o frog) dd Te idle ares; if we be re 18 


ciled to God by the Death of his Son; having by him received | E 


; £ FR \ #*:..9. at nd 
Atonement. Rom. v. 10, I I. di Z vuv Thv ανννεννν,t i of 1 | 
If he have been made fin (or rather a Sin-Offering ) for us, pf ( 
. 8 ==. e / "as 
knew no Sin, 2 Cor. v. 21. UTEP Hονν GHPAGEPTION ETOUNDED, Nat a 


Word is moſtly, if not always, uſed in the Greek Tranſlatio 


free and candid ConsiDtERATIONS. 11 


or the Hebrew PN Sin-Offering) that we might be made the 
phteouſneſs of God in bim; in ſhort, if He be a Propitiation 
or our Sins, (iAzopos , We TW apapriuv je-, I John. ii. 
2. and 4. 10.) let them, in the Name of God, rejoice in this 
Mhuation, let them proclaim this loving Kindneſs of the Lord in 
he Aſſemblies of the Saints; and make known the Glories of 
redeeming Grace; aſcribing with the Angelic Choir, Glory 
Cod in the Higheſt, for that Peace on Earth and that good 
il to men, which the Redeemer came to bring the glad 
dings of. Let them in the Church on Earth ſpeak and preach 

te Praiſes of redeeming Love, in, Concert with the glorified 
ants in Heaven, who have waſhed their Robes, and made 
tem white in the Blood of the Lamb, Rev. vil. 14. who are 
lſewhere deſcribed as falling down before the Lamb, Rev. 
9. ſinging a new Song and ſaying, Thou art worthy to 
de the Book (the Book of the Counſels and Decrees of the 
oſt High, Hamm. Pol. cet.) and to looſe the Seals thereof; 
ir thou waſt flain, and haſt redeemed us to God by thn 
Blood, out of every Tribe, and Tongue, and People, and Na- 
in; and in the 11 Ver. the heavenly Angels are deſcribed 
joining in the ſame ſeraphic Song of Praiſe and Hal- 
eluiah, even Myriads of Myriads, and Thouſands of Thou- 
ods, ſaying; Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, 70 
weve Power and Riches, and Wiſdom and Strength, and 
Homour and Glory, and Bleſſing, &c. If I ſay theſe Doc- 
nes, as plainly laid down in very many Places of the New 
eſtament, beſides thoſe above recited, be to be underſtood 
s the Mind and Will of God made known to the Sons 
Men; and if theſe prophetic Deſcriptions of Songs of 
raiſe, by the heavenly Hoſt, to the Almighty: Father, 
Ind to the Lamb lain from the Foundation of the World, 
e given by the Inſpiration of the moſt High, to enlarge 
ur Conceptions of the Mercy of God, in the Satzifite 
Ind Death af Jeſus Chriſt; let not the Miniſters of the 
opel be ſlack, upon every Occaſion, to declare their 
yful Concurrence in a grateful Acknowledgement of ſo 

Fat a Bleſſing, | b 
x 
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In p. 6. there is ſomething of a Miſtake (which I ful 
explained, in a Letter to him upon my reading his Many 
ſcript) in theſe Words: Omiſſion I ſuppoſe you mean: Hy 
complacent he 1s in obſtinately ſuppoling me, inadvertent] 
or deſignedly, guilty of ſuch a monſtrous Blunder, 81 
confound two Ideas fo very different, not to ſay conti: 
and inconſiſtent : But I think this Imputation, Groſs a 
is, is not ſo contrary to all Decency and Politeneſs, as 
Apiſh Sneer we ſhall find ſo much of. See p. 6. of 

| Preface. A ſmall Attention would have ſhewn my Crit 
Reſpondent, that the DEC LARAT ION there me: 
was my own Declaration juſt preceding: If any Chriſti 
Miniſter, Sc. and this makes the Senſe and Connefti 
eaſy. But it is very obvious to note, throughout Mat 
leazned and elabozate Performance, a pretty uniform Een. 
deavour to repreſent Things, as abſurd, ridiculous, in 
Stent, inaccurate, improper, &c. doubtleſs from a ſtrong: 
well gzounded Aſſurance, that theſe Imputations wo 
depreciate the Argument, and meet with the ready Co ſe. 
eurrence of thoſe he wrote for, in Applauſe of his juſt a 
laudable Endeavours. A great many People, not mui 
celebrated for profound Reaſoning, are very capable (= 
Irriſion. And yet I think he pays his Readers but a pe 
Complement, in ſuppoſing them capable of readily belie 


ing a Writer, of only common Senſe, could fo eafily m W 
fo plain and ſo groſs a Miſtake. But this is too comme tr.! 
an Artifice of incompetent Advocates, to ſupply the Di" N 
fects of their Logic, by Reproach and Invective, al ackn 
Tacrifice Truth to the falſe Embelliſhment of their o con 


Character. Had the Gentleman, who, I believe, add %. 
the Appendix, in Commiſeration to the Author, been d eden 
conſulted, (if I be right in my Gueſs of the Perſon) 
would have diſſuaded the publiſhing this Paſſage. Dy on! 


Tux Author of Free and Candid Confiderations, may {ee 7 6 
by the Letter of his Text, to reſent my Treatment of W"'"g 
Miniſter with too much Reſpect, p. 6. But don't Nea, 


concern 


Ire and candid CoxnsiDtraTIONS. T2 


5 an Inſtance of that Cynic Suarl J have mentioned above. 
| eſteem the Gentleman pointed at, as a Perſon of maſterly 
Senſe and Learning, and of unreproachable moral Con- 
duct; I wiſh the Character were more univerſal, eſpecially 
n People of his Denomination of every Order. But let 
ot the candid Gentleman affect giving himſelf too great 
z Concern. I thought not, nor do I yet think the Gen- 
lman or his Advocate (to whom J don't apprehend 


onſequence enough (to borrow one Flower of his Rhe- 
oric) to have a Title to ſo much of my Labour or Con- 
ern. But I am not aſhamed to own: I was under a very 


riends: To ſee the Son of God trodden under Foot, and the 
Privilege of being admitted into the Character of God's 


o fee that Purchaſe, which the Redeemer made out of 
ery Kindred and Tongue, and People and Nation, by his 
Blood, unto God and his Father, as cited above, not thought 
orthy of the leaſt mention in the Catalogue of Bleſſings 
nd Immunities, publiſhed to Mankind, and enumerated 
8 accruing by the Goſpel of Chriſt; and that Redempti- 
In, which is made the juſt Object of the Halleluiah's of 
e triumphant Saints in Heaven, not thought worthy of 
ny Notice in an Aſſembly of the Saints on Earth: This, 
acknowledge, gave me a Concern, which determined me 


rehended it to be treated with. This was the Motive, 
by only Motive of engagiag in that laborious Undertaking. 


P.6. Mr. Bourn reproaches my Preſumption, for ven- 


= 
ing to remark upon a Sermon, &c. from no better an 


of! 


t Nea, chan what I could retain in my Memory, by a bare 


cel Cc Hearing 


oncerned, he means nothing leſs. This whole Paragraph 


ell deem Himſelf under anp mighty Obligation) of 


reat Concern to ſee Truth ſo wounded in the Houſe of ber 
bod of the Covenant wherewith we are ſanctiſed (have the 


xeculiar People, Deut. xiv. 2.) treated as an unholy Thing; 


0 contribute my Mite (/i quid eſt in me ingenii, quod ſentio 
wn fit exiguum) to reſcue that evangelical Doctrine of 
ledemption, and Expiation, from the Contempt I ap- 
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Hearing of it: To which I anſwer; that the very ſhon dat: 
Memorial I have ventured, not without ſome acknowledg d 
ed Diffidence, to give of that Performance, I think my 
be better reconciled to Truth and good Senſe, than thin: 
very out-of-the-way Queſtion he aſks on that Occaſion 

I 8a1D I would not pretend to give a perfect and con 
pleat Account of the Sermon, Sc. but in what I ſaid | 
would keep ſiriftly to Truth. Upon which he aſks, © Hari 
* 1s it poſſible to keep ſtrictly to Truth, in the Repetiti 
* of a thing, unleſs the Account be perfect?“ A plain At 
tempt to ſhow more of the Abſurd! In this Queſtion, 
think, my dear Doctor has rather a little miſtaken, over 
ſhot and expoſed himſelf. This is one of thoſe Que 
tions which plainly imply a Negation, and yet I ſh: 
be able, I hope, to give it a clear Solution in the Aﬀer 
mative. Some Queſtions are better anſwered by Exan 
ples than verbal Definitions. E. G. If I ſhould wn 
from L. Clarendon's, &c. Account of Oliver Crommel 
that he was a very great Stateſman and Politician, and 
very prudent and valiant General; I think I might 
allowed, in that Account, to keep ſtricty to Truth, al 
yet my Account of the Man would be far from perfe 
Take another Inſtance. A very agreeable young Gentl 
man gave me an unexpected Call ſome Time ago; 0 
whom, from a ſhort Converſation I was, and am pet 
ſuaded I might, very confiſtently with ſtrict Truth, ſay, thi 
he is a Perſon of fine Senſe and Erudition (tho" in thi 
have had the Mortification of being Jince contraditted ;) bl 
however, ſome Things which have ſince occurred, cori 
vince me that this Account (however ſtrictly agreeablet 
Truth) is very imperfect. You ſee, Sir, what Troub 
you have put me to, or rather, I may ſay, I have put m 
ſelf to, in ſetting pou to Rights in many Trifles, thi 
have not the leaſt Pertinence to the Queſtion. But if on 
will be Imprudent enough to undertake to follow an g 
fatuus, there's no balking the Purfuit. * 97 


Pe. 7. How arch the Gentleman is upon my c_ 
TD atio 
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ongation of the Prayer! What would he have ſaid, had I 
lo-Mciſcommended it? He aſks, what then was the Fault 
merle has himſelf mentioned the Fault. And I, like an ob- 

Mtinate Fool, till inſiſt on it, after his kind Admonition, 


Performance, in the Circumſtances before noted; that 
here was nothing, not a Word, relating tothat grand Tran- 
action and Event, the Redemption of the World by Jeſus 
hriſt; nothing relating to the Doctrine and Scheme of 
hriſtianity, except the very cloſe of the Prayer: Through 
Feſus Chriſt, &c. abating which, the whole might have been 
ompoſed and pronounced by any learned and devout Few, 
Pagan or Mahometan, as mentioned in the Preface. Now, I 
efer it to the Conſideration of the CHRISTIAN REA- 
DER, whether there are not a great many illuſtrious Par- 
culars of Bleſſings received, to be acknowledged, and 
ercies to be prayed for, ariſing from the Doctrines of 
hriſtianity, particularly as a Scheme of Redemption and 
ropitiation, which no Few, Turk or Pagan, upon the 
rinciples of his own Religion, nor any Infidel whatever, 
pon the Principles of Natural Religion, could conceive 
r expreſs. This, Sir, was the Fault; and the Excuſe 
retended for it a little further on, is vaſtly unequal. 
Bur I deſire here to obſerve one very remarkable Thing 
and which no CHutffian who reads with Attention, can 
mit obſerving; ) with what a contemptuous Sneer he an- 
ers his own Queſtion {what was the Fault?) in theſe 
ords; Why, that grand One of omitting pou favourite 
:Frine; treating the Heavenly Doctrines of Redemption 
d Salvation, publiſhed to the World by Jeſus Chriſt, 
a ſingular, abſurd, whimſical Opinion, of a very ob- 
re, deſpicable, filly, out- of- the- way Fellow, not worth 
ſotice or Regard, Your favourite Opinion! Sir, it is 
favourite Opinion. And I ſay with the great Apoſtle; 
ed forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the Croſs of Chriſt. I do 
ory, and I hope I ſhall, to all Eternity, glory and tri- 
mph, with all the Ranſomed of the Lord, who ſhall return 
1 come to Zion, with Songs and everlaſting Foy upon their 
5 2 8 Heads, 


hat it was a great and unpardonable Fault in that elegant 
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Heads, in the triumphant Recital of the glorious Purchaſe Pr. 
of the Redeemer's Blood. —— Yes, Sir, this is mp fa- fre. 
vomite Doczine, and in Compariſon of this gloriousMob: 
Addition to your favourite Doctrine of the True Religion of Cir 
Nature, (which, by the Way, without the coming of Chriſt in t 
and the publithing of His Goſpel, you never had had: Om 
As his Lordſhip of London hath moſt elegantly ſnewn.) In een 
Compariſon, I ſay, of this, I ſhall always count all my ownWkcr 
Righteouſneſs, the higheſt Improvement of the Law andMWno!: 
RELIGION of NATURE, (which yet is eſſentiallyMhot 
neceſſary to the Chriſtian Character) to be of no Manne 
of Value or Account, for the Excellency of the Knowledpe wou: 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; for whom I would ſuffer the Loſs of a 
Things, and count them but Dung, that I may win Chriſt, and 
be found in him; not having my own Righteouſneſs, which is i 
the Law, (the utmoſt Perfection of the Religion of NaWnent 
ture) but that which is through the Faith of Chriſ*, the R 
reouſneſs which is of God by Faith, Nc. Phil. iii. 8, 9. 

As to Mr. Bourn's Queſtion in the ſame Page: Muft 4 
Miniſter be condemned in the Groſs for miſſing in a Prayer 
Sermon the Name of Chriſt, or a ſingle Doctrine of Chriſtianity: 
&c. Sir, give me leave to aſk freely; Don't you b 
this Queſtion plainly make an Appearance of denying ot 
evading the Charge which I am appearing to make upo 
Mr. —, of not aſſerting, maintaining, believing, preaching 
the Doctrines of Atonement, Redemption, &c. eſſential 
belonging to the Goſpel of Chriſt? Can you with an up 
right Heart do that? Will he avow your Defence? Wil 
you or He openly declare your Avowance and Belief 0 
the Redemption of the World, and the Propitiation 0 
Atonement of the Sins of Mankind, by the Sacrifice and 
Death of Chriſt; as thoſe Words are, according to tha 
plain and literal Senſe, uſually underſtood ? If fo, I believe 
our Controverſy is at an End. But, I think, neither thi 
one nor the other will do that. But you'll ſay : What Right 
have I to propoſe thoſe Interrogatories?— None at all. Le 
us go forward. — To the Queſtion above, I anfwer then 


There is a good Deal of Difference between a A” and 
| FEE | | rayer 
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prayer. Of the former I ſhall here ſay nothing: But 1 
freely own; I believe, the Miniſter who prays extempore, 
obnoxious to a very great and juſt Cenſure, who, in the 
Circumſtances as deſcribed, p. 13. did not as there related, 
in the leaſt adapt his Prayer to ſo grand ah Occaſion. This 
Omiſſion was, I think, as abſurd, and more abſurd ( pray 
jend me this pretty Word for once) than if, on a Day con- 
{crated and appropriated for the ſolemn religious Comme- 
moration of ſome ſignal national Deliverance, there ſhould 
not be a Word, in all the religious Office for the Day 
mentioning, or any how relative to that providential Fa- 
your. Or, as if the Jets, in their religious Feſtivities of 
the Paſſover, ſhould not make the leaſt mention of the Af- 
fictions of Egypt, and their Deliverance from them. And 
[am not aſhamed to own, that the other Omiffions he 
mentions, of praying for the King, and the Magiſtrates, 
77, would be liable to ſome Exception; as it would be 
ery odd, in the public Offices of Religion, not to pray 
r return Thanks for the Peace and Proſperity of the Com- 
munity, c. But theſe Conſiderations bear no Proportion 
o that of the Redemption of the World, by our Lord 
us Chriſt; * who ſuffezed Death upon the Croſs foz 
our Redemption, and made there, by His one Dbla- 
* tion once offezed, a full perfect and ſufficient Saczi⸗ 
' fite, Oblation and Satisfaction for the Sins of tbe 
whole Mozld.“ Comm. Serv. | 

[ own it appeared ſomething ſtrange to me, that that 
ntleman, or any other Miniſter of the ſame Faith or 
trſuaſion, ſhould ſeem to apprebend his whole Church, 
dentirely brought over to his own Opinion; as that he 
would not think it neceſſary, in point of Prudence, Gra- 
tude, or good Manners, to ſuit ſome Part of his public 
ice (though with ſome little of the Eguivogue) to the 
entiments of ſuch Diſſenters. N 


P. g. Wx are got at laſt, with a good Deal of Diffi- 
ty, to the Sermon, tho? not yet quite to the Subject we 


Pould have begun with, and to which all the reſt is "_ 
CE ittle 
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| little appurtenant; and for that Reaſon, as well as othen ir 
not very hard to be gueſſed, I have paſſed ſome Thing r 
without any particular Notice. | 


Ix p. 9. I find myſelf embarraſſed with another of M 
Bourn's witty Queſtions or Challenges. I wiſh it migh 
have conſiſted with the Force of his Reaſoning, to have le 
out theſe foreign Digreſſions, which I own, I think, i 
might.—Speaking of Sin and the Guilt of Sin, he ſays 
ſeparate them if you can, —— J think J can. If Sint 
conſidered merely as an Act of natural Depravity, p 
without all Regard to Law or Government, then upon ti N 
taking away of Sin, or of the natural Depravity, by Super 
induction of the prevalent Habits of Virtue or inhere 
Sanctification, the Puniſhment alſo ceaſes, which I ſuppo 
upon this Scheme of Theology, is to be conſidered no 
as a judicial, but only as the natural unhappy Conſequene 
of Immorality ; and thus, I think, the Terms Sin and] 
niſhment are uſed in a leſs proper and rather a figuratinf 
Senſe. But, e | & 
Ir Sin be conſidered properly, as the Tranſgreſſion of Yer 
Law impoſed upon moral Agents, by a rightful Sovereig 
whereby Puniſhment becomes the judicial Conſequence 
Tranſgreſſion; as the Scripture plainly deſcribes the Re: 
ſon of the Almighty's Dealing with Mankind. Then, ſun 
poſing moral Depravity and the Defection of the origin 
Habit of Holineſs, naturally or judicially conſequent up 
Sin; the Sinner becomes thereby unqualified to render 
compleat Obedience to the original Law, and fo liable 
the Puniſhment of Sin; and were not that the Caſe; 
ſubſequent Obedience does not, by any primitive Rig 
or Neceſſity of Nature, or univerſal Reaſon of Gove! 
ment, take away the Guilt of a former Tranſgreſſion, at 
much leſs when the moral Faculties are depraved ; in fi 
Caſe alſo the Sinner is liable to the Guilt and Puniſhmel 
of his Original, and of every ſubſequent Act of Diſobed 
ence; which Guilt can only be removed by the Act of ü 
Sovereign, relaxing or diſpenſing with the Puniſhmef 
1 threaten 


ger! 
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ireatned ; and that either in the Way of mere ſovereign 
race, or in Conſideration of ſamething done or ſuffered 
y, or for the Offender, by Way of Reparation, Satisfacti- 
n, Propitiation, or Atonement, for the Guilt and Demerit 
the Tranſgreſſion. And thus the Puniſhment is conſi- 
ered not as a phyſical, but as a judicial Conſequence of 
in; and altho', whom he juſtifies, them he alſo ſanctifies; 
t the Pardon of the Guilt, and the Removal of the 
epravity, are two different Acts, ſubſequent the latter to 
e former, not by natural Neceſſity, but by the ſovereign 
ppointment of the moſt High, in the Diſpenſation of the 
race of the Goſpel ; the former being in the New Teſta- 
ent repreſented under the Ideas of Redemption, Pardon, 
lonement, Fuſtification, &c. the latter of Sanctification, by 
e Renewal of the Divine Image, loſt by the original 
ranſgreſſion, c. ULAR Dt ON 818 22010! 
AxD this Deſcription, which ſeparates the Conſideration 
Sin and Puniſhment, is ſuitable to the Ideas of Atone- 
ent by Sacrifice, given and inſtituted by the Almighty, 
der the Law; and to the ſame Ideas, from original and 
werſal Tradition, in the Pagan Theology; and equally 
table to the Method of Reſtoration of Mankind to the 
our of God, by the Death and Sufferings of Chriſt, as 
e great Sacrifice of Atonement, under the Goſpel, plainly 
icribed in the New Teſtament; as I have endeavourd 
explain and confirm in my Book. SLES 


P. 10. 1. 5. Still more witty and important Interrogato- 


ble Nor Remonſtrances,—— Yo tell us not one Truth that was 
e; onprehended under them. Of great Importance this 


our Queſtion! He complains of the Length of the Pre- 
ce, and yet blames it for not being needleſsly much 
ger! very conſiſtently ! But yet ſome Things are 
preſſed, which are effential to the Subject, and not 
mprehended in his Diſſertation, which I would not 
It [cpEat, ach | | 


. 11.1, 4. Ny ſhould this (he ſays) be Jooked upon to 15 
| i | Fe 
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the moſt important Part of the Sermon? Anſ. It appeared ſu 
to me, which is all I ſaid, and need not tell why, it is n. 


thing to the Queſtion. 


H1s Analyſis of the Sermon I don't blame. 4 take Ne 
tice, that that Part of this critical Performance don't ſeer 
to imply or complain of any Miſtake or perverſe Repre 
ſentation, in my ſummary Account of the Sermon; and { 
the Complement he made me, in p. 6. might have bee 
ſpared, Which would have ſaved the Trouble of my an 


ſwering his very pertinent and critical Queſtion. 1 
Bu r ſuppoſe the Sermon, as excellent in other Reſpe4 n 
as you pleaſe. I think I may ſtill inſiſt on it as a very gre 7 
Defect in a Sermon compoſed and uttered with great On * 
tory, purpoſely to explain and deſcribe the Freedom an * 
Bleſſings granted to Mankind by the Goſpel of Chriſt, nd 
to have mentioned this of being delivered from the Gui ”* 
and Puniſhment of Sin by the Death of Chriſt, fo 
and ſo plainly taught in the New Teſtament, except net 
dan ſhew, that that Idea does not belong to the Scriptur.. 1 


Scheme of Chriſtianity; as ſome Heretics have aſſertet m 
or that it is a Part of natural Religion, I wiſh the Get 
tleman would here apply his elegant Allegory of be G 
fitting and putting it on, mentioned elſewhere. 
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Tux Imaginations of young Folk are apt to run wil 
The Autbor imagines 7 was then a late Convert, &c. I 
has about as much Pertinence to the Queſtion, as 9 
Things of equal Elegance already noted. I might imit 
his polite Allegory juſt mentioned, and ſay, well gueſſed 
an Old ———. I have a good Deal of Reaſon to believe 
then had been as long in the Church, as he had been, 
perhaps as long as he has yet been in the World. £ 
for that Reaſon, had a Right, merely on Account of 
tural Decency, to Treatment of ſome little Gravity, 4 
not in ſuch a puerile, ludicrous, and Merry-Andrew M: 


ner. At the Bottom of the ſame Page is a Piece of b. 
| _ceg g 
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1 elegant as the former, about a magnifying Glaſs, and a 
ſpeaking Trumpet. — had no need of the former, nor the 
Preacher of the latter, nor can I think the laſt mentioned 
Machinewvill be of any great Uſe to the Author, ſo long 


either of the leaſt Uſe to our Enquiry. But none of theſe 
witty Impertinencies could be ſpared; they were all neceſſa- 
ry, eſſentially neceſſary to keep up the Force of his Reaſon- 
ing; otherwiſe he would as he promiſed, have taken them 
out, Miſerable reaſoning, which needs ſuch Supports 

He ſays, I have omitted the Word Authoritatiuely. —L 
thank his kind Admonition: But ] left out the Word pur- 
poſely. I was fooliſh enough to think that RIGHT im- 
led AUTHORITY; and that for Example, whoever 
hath a Right to preſcribe, hath Authority to do ſo; ſepa- 
rate them if you can. 


ITHINK we are, with much Labour at laſt got over 
theſe troubleſome preludious Refinements, which have, 
8 above ſaid, no Manner of Relation to the Queſtion 
debated. He ſeems now, in the 12th Page, willing to 
enter upon the Subject of our propoſed Enquiry, in which 
cordially join with him. 


Bur as in the Proſecution of this Part of my Reply, I 
ſhall be obliged to have frequent Relation to the Authority 
ad Obligation of the Laws of the State, I think it conve- 
ent, for eaſier Reference, to digeſt what is proper to be re- 
marked upon that Subject, into the following Propoſitions. 

1. No Society of Men can ſubſiſt, or anſwer the Ends 
f its original Conſtitution, without ſome Rules or Laws 
labliſhed, for the Regulation of the Conduct of its Con- 
ituents, relating to the Affairs of the Society. This has 
en ſo univerſally allowed in Speculation and Practice, that 
may paſs as an Axiom. I think it has hitherto eſcaped 

e Correction of my learned Reſpondent. 
2. ALL Mankind, tho', as hath been ſaid, with reſpect _ 

| D | e 


as the free and candid Conſiderations ſhall be read, nor is 


va _ ” * — — 
r 2 * pro 4 — bg 2 


2 ws 
" = * 


P 


. 


— 4 = — * 
2 
— 2 SY ae eta 
9 * yo Digs 4 whe 4 
=_ - 


: 4 
* 
11 
: 
: 
: x 
4} 
N 
1 15 
HH 
: 
} | 
3 
1 
1 
* 
. 
5 4 
* 
34; 
7 
N 
bt 
+ 
1 
1 
* 
: 
ö 
1 
1 7 Fa, 
' Fs 
q V4 3 
. 
= M376 
\*F [ 
: 4 
$4 
3 
_ 7 
4 * 
145 
1 
2 4 
c \ 
= - « WG 
. 
. 
1 
n 
1 
7 
e 
Fin 
= © v 
$ + 
Bris fo, j 
SEP 4 
4 - 2 
E 5 
"7% 
1 if ; Af 
W574 3 ; 
n 0 
#t js 
j {Ov a. 
1 *4 
7% »% 
+3) 
7 * a 
= Be 
n 5 
1 
1 
. 
1 
* 
5 L 
& 
By © 4.6 
i 3 
1 
4 * 
Ai $485 
oF © 
* 
4 : 
4 ＋ 
4 
i + 
"= 4 
9 
1 
+ TIE 
1 
y 1 
\ l 
4 £ 
25 = , 


”» IS — IV) — 
_ = * * — - o PR — * _ ay 
1 — — — 2 r 7 * - * _ * whe — — = 4 
— SIE =» — * Canton con —_— — 7 * = 
- » * — 4 — — 2 1 . — — — 2 — — — ä * 
7 — ment , | — l . —— > 8 Is — 2 
2 — :.. _ 1188 — 0 2 2 2 : — — 


hs — _ - — - 2 — 
es err N — . n * - — = 
= WO 4 — — - = 
—— CL = — — WS ot os, , — — — — — — — — - 
a. = . 8 — „ a 7 ” E . — — — — — — — — - 4 ," — 
g —— — — - = — — n — — — — — * — ———ů — 
EF — = 22 — p EDT 
r 8 r — 5 - — . = K ks = AIC, 
— — - — — - — 8 8 — 2 0 fd) 2 — ow of - Sw a . 
by a _- e 3 . — — = mw 7 
by _ . — — — 
_ 2 : —_— - * 3 — = * 
. — 1 „ ” 


* 
. 


22 A Revry to My. BOURN's 


the Almighty's Government, as ſovereign of the Univerſe, 
they may be conſidered as one grand Society, Civil or Sa. 
cred, or both; Yet, with reſpect to Human Government, 
they never, ſince the general Diſperſion, were, „nor is it 
likely ever will be, conſidered as one Society, under the 
Adminiſtration of one Body of human Laws. And there. MW 
fore, (p. 1.) every ſeparate ſoveraign Society muſt have ail 2 
peculiar Set of Laws, for its own Adminiſtration. n 

l nave no Occaſion here to mention the Jus Gentium, 
whereby Controverſies relating to Right betw-ixt Nation ef 
and Nation in general are determined, rather by a tacit b. 
Conſent, than under the Influence of any humane ſoveraigu "* 

1 | 
23. TRE Laws of all human Societies muſt be ſubordi 
nate to, and conſiſtent with the Laws of God, as Soveraign 
of the Univerſe, as the ſame are known by the Evidence af 


natural Reaſon, or by Revelaton: As the Laws of even at 
ſubordinate Society muſt be conſiſtent with the Laws d Co 
the ſoveraign Society, whereof it is a Part. This is fo plain, Wi 
that it may well paſs for a Maxim or Fundamental Axiom of 
of humane Government and Policy. And hence it | Me 
Feertain, - | | | tere 
4. Tram no human Power, Perſonal or Collective by 
hath or can have a Right to inſtitute or enact any thing De 
Inconſiſtent with the natural or revealed Laws of the A tpl 
mighty; that is, as Grozius hath laid it down; no humay 2 
Power hath a Right either Dei juſſa vetare, or Deo vet ern 
jubere; either to forbid what God hath commanded; or to cm e, 
mand what God hath forbidden, | e 
5. ALL humane Government is, or ought to be, on b 
ginally inſtituted and perpetually ſupported, in Order . 
the beſt Eſtabliſhment and Preſervation of the public We nally 
fare of the Society; and conſequently, the ſoveraign Powe ** 
| hath a Right to make ſuch Laws for the Regulation 0 3 
ALL DOCJAL AFFAJRD, as, upon proper Delibe * 
ration, ſhall appear beſt conducive to the public Good, al ae 


ways conſiſtently with all known Laws of God, natur 
and revealed. | | 6. Gol 
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fe. 6. Gop cannot be the Author of Inconſiſtency, Contra- 
87. diction or Confuſion, Theſe are plainly Imperfections con- 
nt. trary to eternal Reaſon, that is inconſiſtent with the Agency 
8 y of infinite Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs. 55 
the 7. TE moſt High hath not thought fit to inſtituts 


particular Laws, or Syſtems of Laws, to anſwer the vari- 


ere. 3 N 
ez Doss emergent Conventencies, Exigencies and Advantages 
of human ſocial Affairs. | | 
* 8. THEREFORE, as the Almighty hath made ſociality 
tion etential to human nature, (probably in its firſt Inſtitution, 
ac but moſt certainly ſince the Fall, and in the Condition it 
. is) it is abſolutely neceſſar ) that ſocial Laws 

ag now is) it is abſolutely 1 „ 


be formed in every Society, by the Exerciſe of human 
Reaſon: And this muſt be done, either by the Appoint- 
ment and Direction of one Man, who by natural or acquired 
Superiority of Wiſdom and Power, hath a right of Legi- 
lation in himſelf; or by the Concurrence, Conſultation and 
Conſent of the whole Society; or by Perſons of ſuperior 
Wiſdom and Influence, ſelected and deputed by Conſent 
of the Majority of the Society. And theſe three different 
Methods of Legiſlation have given Names to three dif- 
ferent Modes of Government, called in our Language, 
by Words derived from the. Greek Tongue, Monarchn, 
Democracy and Ariffocracy, which are liable co be mul- 
tiplied by Diviſion or Compoſition. — 

9. UN DER a Monarchy the whole Society is to be de- 
termined in all things, not fixed by the Laws of God, by. 
the abſolute Will and Appointment of one Man, veſted, 
wich ſoveraign Power; and in the other Forms they are 
to be determined by the Conſent of the Majority of thoſe 


er e are deputed for Legiſlation, unleſs ocheruiſe origi- 
Wel nally eſtabliſhed. | | 

on 10. FROM the preceding Propoſitions, it is evidently: 
\n off *<<effary, that all Affairs relating to the Society and not 
ibe determined by divine Authority, be under the ſoveraign 
1. Direction of the ſupreme Power in every State. For if 
riff Affairs of one Kind (for in ſtance ſetulaz) be ta be ſettied 
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by one Body of Men, and thoſe of another Kind (fuppoſe 
zeligious) by another, theſe two different Powers muſt 
either be ſubordinate, the one to the other, (in which Caſe 
the Supreme Will have a Controll upon the Actions of the 
other, and therefore they will be in effect but one Soye. 
raignty; ) or they muſt be co-ordinate, and each abſolute 
and independent, in which Caſe there will be unavoidable 
Occaſions, in which the Legiſlations and Executions or 
Coertions, will be interfering, contradictory and inconſiſ- 
tent; contrary to the Laws of the Almighty, and to eternal 
Reaſon. See Prop. 6. And hence, SO | 

11. As the Regulation and Adminiſtration of Affain 
relating to Religion and the public Worſhip of God, 
hath a Tendency to promote or obſtruct the Good of 
Societies, it becomes neceſſary, that theſe ſhall · be under 
the Regulation of the ſupreme Power; ſo far only as not 
determined by divine Inſtitution, 2] 

THis is that upon which our Diſpute principally de. 
pends, and its Truth is undeniably eſtabliſhed by the 1, 2. 
5. 6. and 10. Propoſitions, eſpecially the laſt; for if the 
Externals and Circumſtantials of public divine Worſhip 
and Religion, are to be ſoveraignly adminiſtered by Men, 
not under the Coertion of the civil Soveraign, they might 
order things in contradiction to the Laws, and inconſiſtent 
with the Peace and good Order of the Society. 

12. FROM divine Appointment and Inftitution of ge- 
neral Subjection to the Powers that be, which are ordained if 
God, Rom. xiii. 1. and to Principalities and Powers ot 
Magiſtrates, Titus iii. 1. It follows, that the Laws of the 
State have univerſally an Obligation in conſcience upon 
every Subject, ſo far as they are not (or after the moſt ſin- 
cere, diligent and impartial Enquiry) appear not to be con · 
trary to, or inconſiſtent with the Laws of God. (p. 11. 


Now to proceed with the free and candid Conſiderations. 


In p. 13. My Reſpondent after reciting from 11 
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oe Nice, that no Power on Earth, fince the teaſing of the immediate 
oſt W-pe natural infallible Guidance of the Holy Spirit, &c. hath @ 
aſe bt 10 preſcribe new Articles of Faith, &c. ſubjoins as a 
the ML orollary, that this tends to prove the Truth of the Propoſition, 
re NVMead of its Faifity. I ſuppoſe he means (tho? I am not 
ute Mice ſure of his Denſe) that this tends to prove, that no 


ower on Earth hath a Right to preſcribe in Matters of 
teligion, univerſally. But this is neither FREE nor CAN- 
w. Why ſhould this learned Reſpondent, by Advan- 
ge of ſuperior Genius and Erudition, lay ſnares to Beguile 
able Souls; giving people of weak Judgments and 


urs Wrong Affections, pernicious prejudices? He knows very 
od, ell that Matters of external Adminiſtration and Poli 
| of We quite different things from Articles of Faith, Sacra- 


ents and Rules of general moral Conduct, and they are 
nut the Preface very diſtinctly treated on. The latter being 
clared to be Eſſential and Perpetual, the other Cir- 


de-Mmitantial, accidental and variable. This is not rea- 


, 2. ring or anſwering, but evading, quibling, confounding, 
the ning, Counſel by Words without Knowledge, Job xxxviii. 
hy Like he perverſe Diſputings of Men of corrupt Minds, 
len, I def rrure of the Truth. The Tendency whereof is not 
| eſtabliſh Truth, and promote Knowledge, but to divert 
Attention, and prejudice the Judgment of People, per- 
ws otherwiſe not the moſt capable of, nor the beſt diſ- 


ge · Nied to an unprejudiced Conſideration of the true Merits 
d of the Queſtion. This is with Demetrius and the Craftſ- 
ore, from Views of Intereſt and Prejudice, to aim at in 
thehming the Multitude; Ads xix. 27, 28. and with the 
pon: at Iconium, Afs xv. 2. To ſtir up the People, and make 
fin-W'r Minds evil- affected againſt thoſe things, which, to the 


tentive and Unprejudiced are clear and undiſputable. 


L. 15. He ſays, We ſhould ſee into the New Teſtament for 
5s. „, and not further on. One might have expected when 
Wo. had read further on, and found the Things demonſtrably 
wed, particularly in the 2 1ſt and following Pages, = 
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would either have objected againſt the Evidence, or hay; 
eraſed this Caution, and thrown this Block out of the Way 


L. 21. The Almighty alone adminiſters the Afairs of Il 
*whole World, and of the (Univerſal) Church. Here to get 
(very poor) Pretence of alledging an Inconſiſtency, Ma 
hath purpoſely, unfairly omited the Word «niver/al. Ln 
the Propoſition ſtand as I ſtated it, and it is inconteſtabj 
true, and not the leaſt Pretence of Reaſon for his perverſ 
Aſſertion, of my taking the Adminiſtration of Chum 
Affairs out of the Hands of Men. But what is ſaid of 0 
thing he perverts to another, like Children, croſſing Queſt 
ons, and no wonder ſuch a Practice ſhould produce Inco 
ſiſtencies too Groſs to merit a ſerious Attention or Reſoli Hing 
tion; are theſe candid or free Conſiderations? Vid. Prop. 2. 


L. 26. Of this 13 Page. Hz ſays, ſhould be glu 
know the determinate Meaning of this Form of external 6 
verument, &c. To this Queſtion I anſwered in one of 
Letters to this Effect: That as the allwiſe Soveraign( 
the World, and of the Church, hath not thought fit tou 
ſtitute any one Form of Polity, for perpetual Uſe inal 
more than the other, and particularly not in the Chun 
(Prop. 7.) whether the ſame be conſidered as nation 
provincial, dioceſan, parochial, or (congregational) or 
any or all theſe Forms, in Compoſition or Subordinatio 
(See Prop. 1, 2. 10. 11.) — The external Form 
eccleſiaſtical Polity, may be different, as to the ſoverag 
Power, upon proper Conſideration and Advile, ſhall: 
pear neceſſary or moſt conducive to anſwer the. git 
Ends of the eſtabliſhed Religion, (in theſe Natiol 
Chziſtian⸗Pꝛoteſtant.) And whatſoever this form ff 
eventually be, whether under the Soveraign as Head 
the Church, by Metropolitans or Archbiſhops, Biſhd 
Deans, Archdeacons, Prieſts or Deacons, Parſons, Vic 
Curates, Sc. or elſe by Paſtors, Aſſiſtants, ruling Ea 
Acoluths, Deaconneſſes, Sc. or by Synods, Convocati 


< 
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ccaſional, or by Perſons of whatſoever Denomination or 
iſtinction of Power, Character or Authority, as ſhall, 


aniteſt or unavoidably-apparent inconſiſtence with the known 
vs of God. And every Subject who ſhall voluntarily 


ſegulation, (except as before excepted) re/iRteth the Ordi- 


ire to themſebves (pipa, Judgment, Cenſure) Damnation. 
hey are the Words of the Apoſtle by the Inſpiration of 
he moſt High, Rom. xiii. 1. get quit of them, or di- 
inguiſh them away, as well as you can, or as you ſhall 
ink proper. I have in my Preface, and elſewhere in 
is Reply, taken notice of prudencial Indulgences, in 


lat Wimane, Chriſtian, compaſſionate Conſideration, for weak 
ad tender Minds, which being eſtabliſhed by Law, be- 
of me a Part of the Conſtitution; and give Privilege and 
gn @Fi/pcnſation from the letter of the Injunction, ſtrictly 


nly to Perſons qualified according to legal Deſcription ; 
ut may, in Times of general Tranquility be, by conni- 
ance, extended further, as the public Safety, Convenience, 
ncit and Utility, may ſeem to require or bear. So that 
he Execution of penal Clauſes, in caſe of Offence, may 
try prudently be ſuſpended, as hath long been Practiſed 
our happy Conſtitution, to the great Advantage of the 
ublic; and as in many Caſes of ſecular Nature, legal 


the Society, from Views of Convenience, Compaſſion 
Intezeſt. 


P. 14. WRA I have in p. 13. of my Preface men- 
oned: That the Church had exiſted in the Beginning or firſt 
rs of Chriſtianity, without any. Dependence on, or Connection 
ith the civil Powers. He unfairly endeavours to repreſent 
a Conceſſion, ſubverſive of my Argument, without 


taking 


; Counſels, national, provincial, ſtated, periodical or 


y the ſoveraign Power be appointed as above; it ſhall be - 
bligatory upon every Subject of the State, if there be no 


iſent from, or refuſe or deny his Compliance with ſuch 


ance of God (Prop. 10. 12.) And they that reſiſt ſhall re- 


calties are very often long indulged to the greateſt Part 
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deration, Whether my Antagoniſt does not, in this Stat 


poſe well enough. But my Antagoniſt, by remarkiny 


taking Notice of the Reconcilement I have made of thai b 
Conceſſion with, and even Confirmation of the ſame. For ©! 
have in the ſame Page obſerved, that the State of the Chi le 
ſtian Church, before its peaceable Eſtabliſhment, unde I 
the Empire of Conſtantine the Great, is a pregnant Inſtance 4 


of the Inconſiſtency of two independent Soveraignties j 
the ſame State; by ſhewing, that when moderate, good L 
natured Princes governed the Empire, the Indulgence and 

Protection of the Church, was one Part of their civil © 
Conſtitution; and ſo the two different Powers were ini 
Subordination and Dependence one to and upon the other 
but under Princes of different Character, who were vio © 
lent Enemies to Chriſtianity ; the Church was under ſuc be 
Diſtreſs as put it in continual Danger of being total 
extinct, which would in all Probability have been t 
Caſe, had not ve eternal God been her Refuge, and undrf**? 
neath the everlaſting Arms, Deut. xxiii. 27. Had not thei)! 


moſt High, for the greater Evidence and Glory of Chi fai 


ſtianity, exalted his Almighty Arm, in defence of his ow: y 
Cauſe, made the Faith and Patience of the Saints, tri 2 
umphant over all the Powers of Darkneſs, and ſo cauſed ; 
the Blood of the Martyrs to be the Seed of the Church 
I appeal to every diſintereſted Reader, upon a fair Conf 


of the Caſe, rather chooſe to cavil than anſwer, and whe 
ther this be not a plain Confeſſion, his Part of the Queſi 


on is not to be ſupported by Truth and fair Argument & 

and fo is a ſtrong Confirmation of mine. Y 

| | | 1; 

P. 15. He ſays, Let us examine your Quotations, and H A 

begins with a Line out of Homer. I defire to note; ful U 

Quotations are ſeldom made by Way of Argument i 7, 
Confirmation, but rather, as-I uſed that Line, by Wa 

of Analogy or Illuſtration ; as I ſince find the ſam I 

Line is uſed by Grotius, in the ſame Senſe, which Wt t| 

had not noted before. And this proves I need not H bat 


aſhamed for having uſed it, and fo far it ſerves my Fu! 


brief 


Fa 
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briefly on that. Line, has made it neceflary I ſhould ſet 
him a little to Rights, and ſhew him that it has not the 
laſt Relation to the Deſcription the Poet gives in that 
[iad, of the Grecian Chiefs who joined Agamenmon in the 
Trojan Expedition, as he inſinuates, it being near 300 
Lines before the Beginning of that Deſcription. The 
Line is thus introduced: 

Ulyſſes, at the Admonition of Minerva, coming to the 
Grecian Ships, to divert the People from purſuing the falſe 
or fallacious Orders Agamemnon, pretending a Direction 
from Jupiter, had given them, to prepare for a Return to 
Greece, and to relinquiſh the grand Deſign, they had now 
ſpent nine Years upon: He courteouſly adviſes the Com- 
manders to leave that Scheme, as not yet fully underſtood; 
and to the common People he uſes his Cudgel; ſharply 
reproving them for intermedling, telling them ſuch as 
then had nothing to do with the Adminiſtration of Af- 
fairs; thus rebuking them. | 
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which may be thus expreſſed in Engliſh, 


Sit down y* Scrub, what others ſay attend 

Your betters; worthleſs Coward, — You command! 
In Field or Cabinet of no Regard, © 

Not ev'ry Grecian is for Rule prepar'd. 


ſuch Different Commanders muſt Confuſion bring; 
1 Let all be ordered only by the King. 

a 1 
ſang Tux laſt Line I cited merely to ſhew the Concurrence 
ich Nef the Poet's Sentiment with our political Maxims, and 
ot bi hat his general Propoſition quite agrees with what I have 
Pur e E advan- 
king | 


Triet! 
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advanced againſt the Co-ordination of independent Sove. 
raignties, which is certainly inconſiſtent with the beſt 
Order of public Affairs. I am not to doubt but that Mr, 
Bourn aimed to do me Honour by remarking that I hal 
not thought fit to tranſlate that Line; as this Remark is of ng 
Manner of Uſe otherwiſe. The very learned Selden's com. 
paring the ſuppoſed Co-ordination of two independent 
Soveraignties in one State, to the Suppoſition of two Suns 
in the Firmament; or two Souls in one Body, is certainly 
full to the Purpoſe, though my Antagoniſt cannot ſee it 
and the Compariſon is far from being a Reproach to that 
great Man, but I cannot ſay ſo of every Body. If one 
were to compare the ſame Thing to two Moons, ſuppoſed 
to revolve in different Orbits and Periods round the Earth, 
the Diſorder they would neceſſarily make, in the circum: 
fluent Waters, would not be an improper Similitude tl 
repreſent the Confuſion, ſuch a claſhing of ſoveraignlſf * ' 
Powers would be ſure to make in human Communitie 
and Bodies Politick. And I know not but that State 
of Anarchy, which he prefers to either, P. 15, 16. th 
impoſſible to conſiſt with publick Peace and Order 
might be of leſs miſchievous Tendency than the other 
and it ſurely muſt be a very bad State, that can be work 
than Anarchy, where every Man affumes to do what i 
right in his own Eyes. | 
Bor after all, Mr. Bourn is ſo good as at laſt to ſuppoſ 
the Co-Exiſtence of two ſoveraign Powers in the fant 
State may be inconſiſtent with public Good.— Am 110 
to acknowledge it as a great and favourable Condeſcen 
fon in Him to ſuppoſe what, it is well known, the mo 
eminent political Writers lay down as a ſelf-evide 
Principle and fundamental Maxim. 

War an ungrateful Taſk has he undertaken ? ! 
advocate a Cauſe fo repugnant to common Senſe? I 
Schools have a known Axiom by which one might juli 
be vindicated, in refuſing to take Part in ſuch Quarrel 
where Obſtinacy alone is to be oppoſed, viz. Contra # 
gantem Principia non eſt diſputandum. 


I HA) 


4 
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I Have before ſuppoſed, that of different Modifica- 
Mir originally fixed upon, as ſhould have ſeemed.to the ſo- 


buf veraign Power, upon mature Deliberation, beſt eondu- 
cive to anſwer the Ends of Religion, and the Good of 


nol © 1 R a4 tl 
m. the State, conſiſtent with divine Laws. But I cannot 
Jent help thinking it muſt have been eſſential to this origi- 


nal Eſtabliſhment, that ir ſhould be uniform, through 


uns * 6 
in dhe whole Community; and not Room given to the Hu- 
e u our and Caprice of ſome one or a few aſſuming wealthy 


tha Ferſons, in every Congregation, to modify and preſcribe 

for themſelves and the Bo „wherein they preſide, as we 
have known attempted and done; x0! always with the 
beſt ſucceſs to the Peace of the Publick, or even of thoſe ſubor- 
dinate Brotherhoods, 


a very entertaining Picture of a national Church under 
ſuch a Regulation. And indeed a critical Hiſtory of 
the numerous Sectaries and various Eleganties of Ad- 
miniſtzation during the Reign of the Saints, under the 
pious Government of Oliver Cromwell, would not be a 
bad Ebauche of ſuch a Picture. Upon which I beg 
Leave to make but this one Remark, for the Enter- 
tainment and Inſtruction of my Friend and his Aſſoci- 
ates. That after Invention and Imagination had been 
rack'd and exhauſted, by the Numerous, or almoſt in- 


ſtitution, during that whimſical Period; they found, after 
all, no Reſt for the Sole of their Foot (like Neoa#'s tired 
Dove, waſted with roaming over the vaſt Confuſion) but 
by returning to the Ark of that publick Eſtabliſhment, 
hich they had before ſo unmercifully, ſo imprudently, 
ſo unjuſtly rejected, as a genuine Daughter of the Mother 
of Harlots and Abeminations ; but which they, after long 
and very dear Experience, found the only Way to com- 
pole publick Differences, regulate all proceedings _—_— 

| 88 8 e 


© 


delt MM tions of eccleſiaſtical ' Policy, any one might have been 


A PERSON of a lively Imagination would eaſily draw 


numerable Experiments at a new Evangelical univerſal Form 
(or rather a rudis indigeſtaque Moles) of eccleſiaſtical Con- 
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and Secular, and anſwer all the Ends of civil Policy, and 
the Chriſtian Proteſtant Religion. | 
ALL theſe Experiments of Eccleſiaſtical as well as civil 
Commotion, Confuſion and Miſchief, concurred to con- 
firm and exemplify the Truth of that political Maxim r 
our bleſſed Lord Jeſus laid down, as reſulting from the 
eternal Reaſon and Wiſdom of the moſt High: A Kingdm I : 
divided againſt itſelf is brought to Deſolation; and every City or e 
Houſe divided againſt itſelf ſhall not ſtand. And what is 20 t 
Kingdom divided againſt itſelf, if one where publick Af. 
fairs are to be adminiſtred by two different independent 
ſoveraign Powers, be not ſo? LED 
Were the perfect Reaſon of every Thing clearly di. 
ſtinguiſhable by every Man; and were there no Paſſions 
or prevailing. perſonal Intereſts, to oppoſe this perfect 
Reaſon; the Affairs of the Church, as well as of the State, 
would be eafily adminiſtred; as I have before obſerved 
in my Preface; but as long as Ignorance, Pride and 
Avarice exiſt amongſt Men, it will always require a Go- 
vernment very well eſtabliſned, to ſecure the Affairs of 
the Church, as well as other Afairs of the State, from 
their miſchievous Influences. Es "Fo 
For the further Illuſtration whereof, and for my 
Readers further Inſtruction in the Merits of this Con- 
troverſy, it may not be amiſs to tranſcribe from my Eſa 
upon the Supremacy, &c. P. 38. a Paſſage out of Eil. 
Lius, Lib. 8. 1. reciting a String of Excellencies, which, 
as that learned Hiſtorian informs us, adorned the Pa. 
ſtors of the primitive Church, towards the latter End (if 
not rather after the Determination) of the Period, I think, 
generally aſſigned to that Denomination; while the Ec: 
cleſiaſtical Affairs had the original Privilege of being to, 
tally exempted from all Cogniſance and Juriſdiction of 
the Civil Power; and under the ſole Adminiſtration of 
the Clergy, and which bleſſed State the ſame total Ex. 
emption could not fail to be always productive of; as 
exemplified afterwards; where Ihave recited a moſt eminent er 2 


Inſtance Hoſſeſt 
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1d Woftance of the Effects of that Exemption. Ol ve don 
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he MW TRHOSE who had the Character of Paſtors amongſt 
on WF us, rejecting the Laws of our Holy Religion, were 
or WW enflamed with Ambition againſt one another, proſecu- 
; a ting only ſuch Things as Contentions, Threatnings, 
\f. Jealouſies, mutual Hatred and Enmity, out of a vio- 
ent WF [ent Fondneſs for Superiority, in Order to Tyranny 

and Oppreſſion.”? | | : 

di- HERE you have, dear Reader, a Picture taken from 
on; Wie Life, by a moſt maſterly Hand, of the genuine Off- 
ect ring of that State of the Church which theſe Advocates 
ate, Wor compleat Reformation, have, for more than two hun- 
ved red Years, been with the utmoſt Ardor and indefatiga- 
and e Application engaged in the Proſecution of, in this 
30- Nation. And as they are well acquainted with that Max- 
of n of ſcholaſtic Philoſophy, Idem qui idem ſemper facit 


om en. The /ame phyſical Cauſes have always the ſame phyſical = 


jets, We need not be much at a Loſs about the ulti- 

my {Wate Object of their Proſecution. Tho? I will do them 
on- Ne Juſtice, to vouch for them, from my own Acquain- 
ſay Face, that I firmly believe the greateſt Part of the Bo- 
vſe-W have no ſuch View; that they are from Principle 
ch, {Wroteſtants, and cordial Enemies to Popery ; and that it 
Pa- chiefly from Inadvertency and falſe Apprehenſion, and 
(ieee ſome little Pleaſure in Oppoſition, that they are pur- 
Ing that Exemption of all Eccleſiaſtical Concerns from 
e Cogniſance of the Civil Government, as the Cauſe of 
od and true Religion; which is really, as here laid 
Wn, the Foundation, the Corner Stone, the firſt Prin- 
ple and main Spring of Popery; not conſidering them- 
ves in this as the Cat's Paw, in the Hands of a few in- 
ible main Conductors, who are endeavouring to abuſe 
ent er Zeal for true Religion to the Reſtoration of the 
ce olleſt Corruption, Impoſition, Perverfion and Uſurpa- 
| tion. 


2 pron —— _ —— — 2 der 
_ 2 — * — — — _ 
- — — — 0 2 — ow — 
— — — — a — ——— - — — 
— — ——— — — 2 n 4 
— — V =” = 
* — — — wn by . _—" r 8 
— yo 2 3 e. TIS 7 2 
* n. he — * l Y 4 : - — — tb 
4 * — Rn — 
— —— — = PT wind.” r 
> — TY 2 


x » 
2 


— 
>> 4< 


— — oy . 


—— —— * 
Wn 
— . 4 92 Fee 
P ͤ T ¹ d " 4 
* , _- — —— — — 
4 Pe - _ — i 
Pd * * 
— —— 


— — 


. 
0 
* 
| 
J 
{i 
" 
| 
o 
; 
- 
1 


34 4 Revry 20 Mr. BOURN's 


an 


Conduct of public Affairs, under the gentleſt Treatment 
of People of honeſt and virtuous Intentions, to guard e 
gainſt the miſchievous Conſequence of their miſtaken Zei a 
and ill grounded Prejudices, as to reſiſt the open Attempt; 
of worſe· minded, but not more dangerous Enemies. 


P. 16. My Antagoniſt, with his uſual Modeſty, charge er 
me with making Grotius inconſiſtent with himſelf. 
I nap drawn out a full Anſwer to this Piece of Scurri 
lity; but as the Charge is moſt plainly falſe and the Quo ere 
tations exactly true, I drop the Defence, and leave th 
mighty Grotius to ſtruggle with this ambitious Stripling 
Believing it will not be in the Power of the little Dem 
gogue to demoliſh his Coloſſean Adverſary, as David di 
Philiſiia's Champion. For the Conteſt is not 1mpoztan 
enough to engage the Concurrence of Pmmnipotence- 
I sHALL probably, for equal Reaſon, neglect to ani: 3 
madvert upon other ſuch ſhameleſs and trifling Impropnh; 
eties in the Proceſs of this Reply.——Such Things ha 
not, as I ſaid before, a Right to a calm Debate. N 
M an of Senſe, would have had Recourſe to ſo mean At 
tifices, ſuch Apiſh Tricks, to give Force to his Ræaſcnii ie 
could his Cauſe have been defended, or could Ye be-; 
defended it, by the Help of juſt Arguments and man 
Ratiocination. | 1 5 5 
I nave had, and ſhall have Occaſion to mention t 
Jure naturali (he ſays I had omitted) elſewhere in this Mende 
ply, as I have alſo with juſt Propriety mentioned it 
my printed Letter not much to his Honour. With a 


P. 18. Ar TER reciting (in P. 17.) my Declaration 
pat upon Proof of any Inconſiſtency of the Requirements of ſi 
national Eſtabliſpment with any Law of God, I would It 
Difſenter over again: He, with his uſual Compoſute 9 
Decencp, aſks,— And will nothing leſs leſs content you? nf | 
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hen you may continue in your preſent Situation. A very fair 
nd polite Acknowledgment! And I anſwer : No. 
Nothing leſs will do. — And my Reaſon is, becauſe our 
Pleſſed Redeemer himſelf, and after him his Apoſtles and 


Laws of the State (Civitatis) under the preceding Limita- 


mer | 


ence to the State, and an authoritative Demand of the 
Reaſon of my Conduct, I anſwer, it is becauſe the Injunc- 
n is inconſiſtent with ſuch an undiſputed Law of God: I have 
here an Opportunity to ſhew a laudable Zeal for the Ho- 


Obedience to his Laws, ſuperior to all human Commands : 


juſtly eſteemed a Fool, or an obſtinate Traitor; a Rebel, 
ind Enemy to my Country. This is quite agreeable to 
he Defence the Apoſtles made, for their Oppoſition to 
he Laws of their Country, Ads iv. 19. Whether it be 
wht in the Sight of God, to hearken unto you rather than unto 


en and heard: Agreeably to the Command of their di- 
ine and heavenly Lord and Maſter, Mat. xxiii. 3. The 
mibes and Phariſees fit in Moles Seat; all therefore whatſo- 
ter they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and do. So far as 
ney acted agreeably to their public Character, and to 
tie Laws of Heaven, they were to be obeyed, and nothing 
ould diſpenſe with that Obedience, but the real or appre- 
ended Inconſiſtency of their Commands with the Divine 
Laws; and, I hope, a Chriſtian Proteſtant Government 
hath as much Right to Obedience, as a Jewiſh Sanhedrim. 


atiand Philoſophy, beſides the Gentleman I am now engaged 

fith, who have not ſcrupled with him to aſſert, directly 

Al conſequentially, that Things relating to Religion, 

e Io in their Nature allowed to be lawful and innocent, 

Pet by being enjoyned by the Civil Power, become _ 
— 


Evangeliſts, have made Obedience to the civil Laws, or 
tion the univerſal and indiſpenſable Duty of all his Diſ- 
Ir therefore upon Suppoſition of my deliberate Diſobe- 


your of the Divine Government, and my Reſolution of 


But if Jam not able to render ſuch a Reaſon, I ſhall be 


od, judge ye. For we cannot but ſpeak the Things we have 


Bur I have met with ſome Perſons, even of Learning 
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and unlawful in the Sight of God; and that this aloy 
is a ſufficient Reaſon for Non-conformity. This Props 
ſition was certainly firſt broached at Rome, of whoſe aſſume 
' Supremacy. it is viſibly a genuine Offspring, and juſt 
therefore thrown out of our Conſtitution, at the happy 
Reformation, when the King was declared ſupreme in al 
Things, eccleſiaſtical and temporal. But our Stickle 
for a thozough Refozmation, think this Article w; 
overdone, and that this Inſtance of Power ſhould be refty 
red to the Church, that is, to the Prieſts; or in their Lan 
guage, to the ſacred Miniſtry, or People, or both. But 
have never yet had the good Fortune to ſee the laſt me 
tioned Propoſition proved; and from the ruinous Effet 
of its quondam Prevalence, in Part recited before, I hop 
theſe Nations will never be ſo abandoned, by the Favay 
of Heaven, as to have it again reduced to Practice. 


{ 


P. 18. We are now come to Mr. Bourn's Knocka !y 
down Argument; his argumentum Herculeum:; whole dread out 
ful Effect if we can but evade or repel, or eſpecial mo 
(whereof I do not deſpair) if we can turn it upon himfl Ec 
I hope we may be comfortably ſafe from all further Fe po! 
of Attack. He ſays, if we allow the ſecular Powers iff the 

Have the Direction and Controul of eccleſiaſtical Affai mo! 
we may thence infer, that if the ſaid Powers ſhould con thei 
mand our going on a Cruſado, or other religious mil ver: 
tary Expedition, for Recovery of the Holy Land out the 
the Hands of the Infidels, we muſt obey : Or, if the ſan Fra, 
Power ſhould command us to go to the Top of Mount che 
vary (perhaps that where our Lord ſuffered, near Jeruſalen bitio 
tho* that be does not ſay, or its modern Nameſake) not far fi miſc 
Paris, by Way of Penance — (Do the ſecular Powers ii Forr 
enjoyn religious Penances 2) — or to confeſs there our Siu 1 
Or if the ſame Power enjoyn us a great many othſQ/agac 
Things, of like Elegance and Propriety, we ſhould Wot m. 
obliged to obey, Sc. This is a fair Repreſentation of i ¶ to pu 


tremendous Argument; an eaſy Conſideration wherſ (1. 
| | | | _ 


free and candid ConsIDERATIONS. 37 


will ſhew how much it is in Mr. Bourn's Favour, — 


or in mine.— | 

Sven Things as thoſe have ſure enough been enjoin- 
ed; and particularly the firſt, in this and other Nations of 
Europe; perhaps by the ſupreme civil Powers. But it is 
to be obſerved, it was only during the Prevalence of Po- 
pery, 1n its higheſt Pitch and utmoſt Extent of Sove- 
raignty. And that ſince the Wings of that towring ra- 


venous Eagle were clipt by the happy Succeſs of the Re- 


formation, there hath been little Reaſon to complain of 
this Sort of ſacred enthuſiaſtic Impoſitions, thoſe military 
Devotions. I know not what might have been the Iſſue of 
the Victory, Prevalence and triumphant Eſtabliſhment of 
Popery, in thoſe Struggles which were made againſt it, in 
Germany and other Parts of Europe, wherein our Fathers of 
this Nation had a glorious Share, in the Sixteenth Cen- 


tury. We ſhould, no doubt, upon the Triumphs of Ho- 


ly Church have had the Clouds of Ignorance advantage- 
ouſly thickned, and the Chains of our ſpiritual Slavery 
moſt religiouſly aggravated, by ſuch like Inſtances of 


Eccleſiaſtical Soveraignty. But even, without that, ſup- 


poling the ſoveraign Powers of any Nation ſhould require 


the Concurrence of their liege People, in ſuch a rhodo- 


montado Scheme ; I know not how they would excuſe 


their Diſobedience, more than in thoſe many Levees which 


were ſometime made, in theſe Nations, for Vindication of 
the Soveraign's Right to the Dominions he claimed in 
France, or might happen to claim in any other Part of 
the World. So that, I am afraid, the Scheme of an am- 
bitious Prince, upon ſuch a View, might prove 'equally 
miſchievous and injurious to the Nation, under whatever 
Form of religious Eſtabliſhment. 
To ſhew the dreadful Force of this Argument, of my 
ſagacious and learned Adverſary, I endeavoured, in one 
of my Letters to him, previous to his printing his Piece, 
to put it into the Form of a Syllogiſm thus: 
(I.) © It is contrary to the known Laws of God, that 


any of the Subjects of Eugland ſhould be required to go 
F © upon 
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upon a Cruſado, or other military Expedition, for the 
© Recovery of the Holy Land, out of the Hands of the 
© Infidels.* - | | 
(2.) But if the Adminiſtration of Eccleſiaſtical Af. 
fairs be entruſted to the ſecular Government, they may 
poſſibly, in ſome Time to come, require ſome of the 


l 

| 

* ſaid Subjects to go upon ſome ſuch Expedition.“ | 

(3.) © Therefore it is abſolutely unlawful for the Civil ; 

Powers to have the ſoveraign Direction of Eccleſiaſtical ] 

1 3 Anas. | EE | | 8 
0 IHA, ſince the firſt publiſhing this Syllogiſm, ſeen à ti 
p Letter from Mr. Bourn; wherein, with a Deal of wrathfulM i 
Indignation, he calls it a fooliſh and unjuſt Syllogiſm; and ff 

he ſays right, for ſu it is. But that is not my Fault; th 

and I have this to plead in my own Excuſe ; that it I p- 

an exact Repreſentation of his Argument, to the beſt of 


Advantage. And unleſs the firſt Propoſition be true, th 
(which the preceding State of the Caſe proves it is not, ad 
nor is ſuch a Requirement by the ſoveraign Powers, up-M ve. 
on the Subjects of England, contrary to the original or r. the 
vealed Law of God, and a malum in ſe) there can be no lon 
Foundation for his Argument; and it is naturally falſe, 
eſpecially ſince ſo long as we can keep the ſoveraign Ad- 
miniſtration of our civil Affairs, both eccleſiaſtical and 
ſecular, out of the Hands of the Prieſts, which T hope 
we ſhall by the Favour of the moſt High always do; there 


will never be any Danger of the ſecond Propoſition beW of 
ing put in Execution; and therefore the whole ArgumenY org, 
will be a mere Nullity; and fit only to fill up a vacanWlcont 
Space in the Author's Pericranium. And thus th for 
frightful Argument, as the Author hath ſtated it, con King 
trary to all Truth and Probability, is quite ſtript of all M Lear 
Terror. But let us, if you pleaſe, endeavour, with the Au Tenc 
thor's Permiſſion, to place it in a truer Light; and, as i kaſt 
ſay, ſet the Saddle on the right Horſe. their 
Wx all know the Cruſadoes, and ſuch like Expedition perm 
were undertaken and proſecuted, at the ſole Inſtigatoſ u oſe 
of the holy See, under ſpecious delufive Pretences of R Man 


ligiol 
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ligion and the Glory of -God ; but in Truth, generally 
from Views wholly ſecular, and for the moſt Part, to 
divert the martial Schemes of enterpriſing Princes, from 
falling upon ane another, to the incommoding his Holi- 
neſs's Affairs, and diſturbing his religious Repoſe, ſacred 
Indolence and Luxury. And it is hardly to be ſuppoſed, 
the ſecular Princes would ever have engaged in ſuch wild 
and impolitick Attempts, if they had not had; by the 


Management of Holy Cheat and Artifice, Ignorance and 


Superſtition enough to believe that the Pope's Conſecra- 
tion of ſuch devout Madneſſes, would render them me- 
ritorious of the Favour of Heaven, for the ſecular and 


ſpiricual Welfare of themſelves and their Kingdoms. And 


the other oppreſſive Effects of ſpiritual Power and Uſur- 
pation, juſtly complained of, were wholly the Offspring 
of the ſelf-ſame ſoveraign Superſtition. And it is plain, 
that after the ſecular Princes had begun to ſhake off thoſe 
adamantine Chains of ſpiritual Slavery, wherewith the ſo- 
veraign Uſurper had had Addreſs enough to load them, 
their Subjects, through the Chriſtian World, were no 
longer oppreſſed with ſuch ſcandalous Impolitions. 

Bu r pray conſider What is, or what then was the 
Power of Rome ? Did it ariſe from the gradual En- 
croachments which the ſecular Soveraigns of the Earth 
had, from Time to Time, been making upon the Rights 
and Immunities of the Chriſtian Church, —as the Author 
of Free and Candid Conſiderations has ſuffered himſelf, by a 
groundleſs as inconſiderate Prejudice, to believe and aſſert, 
contrary to all united Teſtimony of Truth and Fact; and 
for the avoiding of the like whereof, in theſe happy 
Kingdoms, he hath been exhauſting all the Force of his 
Learning, Zeal and Oratory, to diſſuade or prevent all 
Tendency of the ſecular Powers towards touching the 
laſt Part of the ſanctified Furniture or Utenſils, with 
their unhallowed Hands; ſo far as that they may not be 
permitted ſo much as to reach a Hammer for rivetting on 
uoſe Chains of holy Thraldom?—— You'll not find a 


Man of any Acquaintance with Hiſtory, who will dare 
1 to 
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Pleaſure; this holy Tyrant, I ſay, this Head of the 


and glories in. This the learned Chancellor Puffendorf hath 
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to affirm ſuch a Thing.—No ! That monſtrous, over. Mr 
grown, oppreſſive and illegal Tyranny, which claims to be 
tread upon the Necks of Kings, and demands from the 

Soveraigns of the Earth, in Token of Subjection to his ſpi- Merc 
ritual Dominion, to crouch down, like cringing Slaves, up 


and kiſs the holy Slipper, and much more, that they 
avow to hold their Crowns and Realms in Fee, under Mi; 
his univerſal Empire, and as at his Donation and ſoveraign 


Church, this Son of Perdition, 2 Thef. ii. 4. who oppoſ- 
eth and exalterh himſelf againſt all that is called God, 
and under a talſe and groundleſs Pretence of a Divine Nin t 
Legation, growing from his firſt Aſſumption of this Su- {WEx 
premacy, this ſoveraign Prieſthood, by progreſſive De- lis 
grees to invade the Rights of the Princes of the Earth, 
and bring them into Subjection to his uſurped Empire; 
at laſt compleated his ambitious Deſign, and got his tri- 
ple Crown eftabliſhed. —— Hence the Things, my An- 
tagoniſt ſo juitly complains of, took their Rite and Pro- 
greſs. So that it is very evident, that had the Kings and 
ſoveraign Rulers of the Earth continued to ſupport their 


natural and proper Authority. over the public civil Af. f ec 


fairs of their ſeveral Dominions, both ſecular and eccle- 
ſiaſtical, which are equally civil (quippe pariter ad felicem My co: 
CIVITAT I ſtatum pertinentes, ) This ſoveraign Invader, 
of all Right, Human and Divine, had never gain'd the 
Eſtabliſhment of ſuch tranfcendent Power, as he exults 


inconteſtably proved. Whence it undeniably follows, that 
all thoſe Arguments, whereby my learned Reſpondent, 
and all his Aſſociates, the ſteady Advocates for the Jun 
Divino Right of this eccleſiaſtical Immunity, this Exemp- 
tion of ſacred Affairs from the prophane Touch of the fe. 
cular Soveraigns, are ſo many Pleas in Support of the grand Widvo, 
Apoſtacy ww Uſurpation, and my Aſſertion will ſtand for Fhurc 


ever good againſt all Oppoſition, except that of the D 
Sword, That every Member of a ſpveraign State, is in Di) EN 
heund to conform to every Inſtitution of that State.: Under 1 ne A 
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mly general, neceſſary and eſſential Reſtriction, that the ſ ame 


o Ibe conſiſfent with ebezu Law of God. | 


I x Now not but I may, as well here, as elſewhere, 
croud in a brief Anſwer to the latter Part of a Letter, 


W MWupon this Subject, publiſhed in Vhitworth's, January 6. 
76. (for the eaſieſt expence, and the moſt proper Applica- 
er Nun) poſtponing the former Part to a further Opportuni- 


ty, But, 


o- the Gentleman, w 


Experience, this was of greater Import to the Succeſs of 
his Miniſtrations, than all the Charms of Truth and Rea- 


re; Wind the Joys of Immortality. He endeavours to arm 
tri- eaven and Earth, and 'tis well if not Hell too, againſt 
\n- re, without ſeeming to reflect upon the groſs Impiety of 
ro- yplying the ſacred Terrors of the Almighty, to promote 
ind e Cauſe of Falſhood, Self- intereſt, Confuſion and law- 
ei Nes Tyranny. —— He ſays, my Arguments in Favour 
Af. f eccleſiaſtical Polity, lead to introduce the Inquiſition. 
cle- A terrible Thing this indeed! But he very prudent- 
cen y conceals the Train of Deduction. 'To this I can make 
der, im a very brief and deciſive Anſwer, to which I fear no 
the Wieply : —— Keep but the Power out of the Hands of 
ults Mic Priefts, as wiſely ſettled by the Reformation, and we 


1ath {hall never need to apprehend the Terrors of the HOLY. 


UYFFICE, as ſaid before of the Cruſadoes, &c. 


ent, le adds: My Scheme of Policy caſts a Reflection upon 
Jun ie Wiſdom and Providence of God in the firſt Eſta- 
mp- MWiſhment of the Church. Juſt contrary again! — 


W hath always been obſerved by the learned and pious 
rand WMidvocates for Chriſtianity, thro* all the Ages of the 
for burch to this Day: That it was one glorious Evidence 


the d Demonſtration of the WISDOM and PROVI- 
DEN CE of God, and of the heavenly Original and Di- 
tune Authority of the Chriſtian Inſtitution ; that it ſeemed 


good 


he W Previous to wy Anſwer, I beg Leave to obſerve how 

, who has been ſo good as to enrich the 
Vorld with that learned Piece, choofes to deal ſo much 
n the Way of the Tremendous, as if convinced from 


bn, Virtue and Philoſophy, Holy Faith, divine Love, 
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good to the Almighty, to plant and propagate it origi. Wt! 
nally, and during the primitive Ages, upon Principles MW 'a 
and Rules of Conduct and Adminiſtration, quite contra-W fi 
ry to thoſe of human Prudence and Policy. That Ou” 
 boly Faith and Religion might appear to all the World, nat u fer 


ſtand in the Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power of God, 1 Car, 
ii. 5. He order'd that that Train of Cauſes and Conſe. 
quences, which, according to the Wiſdom of this Warl 
was moſt likely to produce its utter Extinction and Exti- 
pation, ſhould concur to its moſt illuſtrious Eſtabliſh 
ment, and render it triumphant over the foveraign Tyran 
ny, and the Rulers of the Darknels of this World, and 
all the Powers of ſpiritual Wickedneſs in high Places. 
Tuts the Almighty made peculiarly. and eminent) 
viſible, in that the Church did, during the firſt three hun 
dred Years of its primitive Eſtabliſhment, riſe to the high 
eſt Pitch of ſpiritual Purity and Splendour ( notwith 
ſtanding the moſt violent and powerful Oppoſition, Op 
preſſion and Perſecution) under the Conduct and Direc" 0 
tion of that fame Order of Men, acting by the power 
Influences of the Holy Spirit of the moſt High, whc 
after the ceaſing of thoſe miraculous Influences, and tit 
Yrovidential Conſignment of the Church to the ordinar 
ficiency of human Wiſdom, Learning, Power and Po 
licy, did in Proſecution of worldly Views, as before ex 
planets under the ſpecious Claim of the ſame ſpirit 
ule and Supremacy, they had before acted by, betray 
pure Religion of the Holy Jeſus to be defiled, corrupted 
and even ſubverted, by all the eventual Ahominations 
Popery and Rome: From which it pleaſed the Almight 
after more than a Thouſand Years of ſpirituaſyCaptivil 
to deliver and ranſom his choſen, even frons,this wol 
than Egyptian Thraldom, and make Kings their nu 
Fathers, and Queens their nurſing Mothers, Iſa. XX. ? 
Which Prophecy was always underſtood to belong to Un 
Chriſtian Church; but never ſeems to have been ſo lit 
rally and adequately accompliſhed as ſince being den 
ed, by the Reformation, from theſe cruel Taſk-maſte! 


U 


free and tandid ConslDerRaTIONSs. 43 


the Miniſters of Ignorance and Oppreſſion, under the ſove- 
raign Pontiffe, they were reſtored to the natural and right- 
ful Subjection and Protection of the ſecular Soveraigns of 
every State, the natural and original Aſſerters and De- 
fenders of Righteouſneſs and Truth amongſt the Sons of 
Men. 

H x ſays further, if that Maxim, pere there is no Law, 
there is no Tranſgreſſon, be applicable to the preſent Caſe, 
then may Chriſtians in all Ages claim the Benefit of it. 
He's here very hard ſet to keep Head above Water. The Max- 
im, Sir, is of Divine Authority, and univerſally true; and 
hriſtians may in all Ages claim the Benefit of it; but if 
the Author of that Letter underſtand the Laws of Argu- 
ent, he endeavours knowingly, and therefore wickedhy, to 
tray the Intereſt of Truth, for the Support of his Cauſe; and 
if he does not, he has no Right to intermeddle in this or 
ny other Controverſy, nor any Claim to a calm Debate 
and Anſwer. Is there no Law which requires the Subjecti- 
n of eccleſiaſtical Affairs, as here limited, to the civil 
Powers, as you ſuppoſe ? You know there is. We have 
uſt proved it. Does not the Precept of general Subjecti- 
In, Rom. xiii. 1. and very many others of the ſame Te- 
or, include all ſubordinate Species and Particulars? You 
now it does. Are not Affairs of religious Polity one 
dpecies of civil or ſocial Affairs, and ſo included? Prop. 

„ It lies upon you, Sir, in the neceſſary Defence your 
baſe, to ſhew where theſe are exempted. You have not 
one this. You never can do it. — Our Maxim will 
and for ever good, and my Concluſion be for ever 
ve, that the civil Soveraignty influences generally. You 
n never get off it.— Tou have always laid an unjuſt 
laim to an n Exemption, but could never prove it.—I do 
ot envy nor blame all Indulgences by Statute or Con- 
trance. J deſire, and ſhall, to my Power, always en- 
eavour their Eſtabliſhment and Continuance: But with 
eſpect to lawful Claim and Conſtitution, the Caſe is as 1 
ave ſtated it. 


AND hence, 1 think, we have an eaſy and full Anſwer 05 
t 
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the third Paragraph of this Letter, which really needs ng 


other Anſwer than is given in the Preface : The Thing ig 
ſufficiently plain to every One that will ſee : But the a, 
Tvpazs there's no curing. The Author ſays, tis very plain 
that the Injunctions of Obedience to the civil Powers rela 
ed, in the primitive Church, only to ſecular Affairs. Ti 
which I anſwer : There's no ſuch Limitation expreſſed ; 
Scripture, and we have ſeen, and ſhall ſoon ſee furthe 


there is none by juſt Inference or Deduction from uniyer 

ſal Truth. And the Author's Aſſertion is plainly eſta © 
bliſhing an univerſal Concluſion in Law, from a particu © 
lar Inſtance of Fact, affirming a Thing ought always f . 
be done, becauſe by a particular Diſpoſition of Circun C 
ſtances, it is neceſſarily done once, or for a Time; con * 
trary to all juſt Policy and all juſt Reaſoning. This iy L 
with a Witneſs, making a Precedent into 2 Law, conti ©* 
ry to what I have affirmed in my Preface, and wh: n 
none of theſe Gentlemen will, I am ſure, dare to deny 
This is an abſolute Snare to beguile unſtable or un © 
ry Souls; and I think they all know it to beſo. be 


THz Thing is clear; the ſupreme ſecular Powers oft ; 
State always had an eſſential and unalienable Right {Pr 
5.) in the Nature of Things, and by Divine Inſtitut * 
to the authoritative Direction and Regulation of all {I >* 
cial or civil Affairs, eccleſiaſtical as well as ſecular, not di 
termined by the Laws of Heaven, agreeably to thoſe Lan 

Tris Power was unavoidably intermitted, in the p 
mitive Church, as to Exerciſe not Right, while the Lay 
of the State, Jewiſh and Pagan, were ſo inconſiſtent wil 


thoſe of the Church, as made it impracticable for the c 5 
vil Powers to intereſt themſelves, in the Church's E ben 
bliſhment and Preſervation. But, 1 i 
TERRE is nothing eſſential in the Chriſtian Reli 1. 
on (as Puffendorf moſt juſtly obſerves,) which forbi 5 | 
or obſtructs thee xternal Adminiſtration and Pol ey 
thereof to be under the Direction and Cont 75 
of the ſupreme civil Powers. And, had the gove lier 


ing Powers, Jeteiſp and Gentile, at the firſt Eſtabl 
. 4 
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ment of Chriſtianity, been Chriftian, it is impoſſible but 
the Laws which were then made, and which remain un- 
altered to this Day, requiring univerſal Subjection to the 
Powers that be (under our neceſſary Regulation) affirming 
them to be ordained of God, would have been under- 
ſtood as neceſſarily giving or confirming to them a Di- 
vine Right to that Direction and Controul. And thus we 
find the Apoſtles of our Lord vindicating their Diſobedience 
to the Zewiſh Governors, only from the Inconſiſtency of 
their Injunctions with the Laws of God, as ſhewn a little 
above. And this was the only Reaſon why the Chriſtian 
Church, during that Inconſiſtency, was under a Neceſfi- 
ty of ſupporting a Government, independent of the Civil 
Powers, within themſelves, as well as they could. But, 
even then, they did not diſobey the Heathen Rulers as 
Heathen Rulers, but only ſo far as their Commands were 
inconſiſtent with the Laws of God, in the Chriſtian Inſti- 
tution. ws, To ; | | e 

In the famous Letter of the younger Pliny to the Em- 
peror Trajan, he writes. Quod ipſum facre (patet illos) 
eſiiſſe poſt edictum meum, quo ſecundum mandata tua betærias 
eſſe vetueram. Whether this Order of the Preſident was a- 
gainſt their antelucan Aſſemblies; or only againſt their 
morem rurſus cocundi ad capiendum cibum, doth not appear; 
but 'tis plain, by that Letter, that, in ſome Way, they 
yielded Obedience to the Emperor's Authority, in Affairs 
relating to their religious Aſſemblies, wheze chen might 
do it without tzanſgzeſfing the Laws of theiz Religion. 

For the fuller Defeaſance of the Jure Divino Claim 
of this Exemption of Eccleſiaſtical Affairs from all Ju- 
nidiction and Direction of the Civil Soveraign, it may 
not be improper here to allege another and much ſtronger | 
Inſtance, from the antient Records of Chriſtianity, to 
ſew that the Church had then no ſuch Idea of her own 
txcluſtwe Soveraignty. 

I xtzzD not aquaint the learned Reader, that not long 
atcr the Churches Affairs had been taken into an _—_ 

G 0 
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of Intereſt with the other Concerns of the State, the great 
Controverſy of the Arrian Hereſy happened; whoſe Pro- 
greſs came, in a ſmall Time, to have a very great Influ- 
ence upon the Intereſts of the whole Chriſtian Church, 
Now, upon the Scheme my Antagoniſts (as well as 
the Papiſts and all Advocates for the Divine Right of the 
Exemption) go upon; that is, ſuppoſing it to be eſſential 
to Religion, or to Chriſtianity, by Divine Appointment 
(and if it be not ſo, it cannot be eſſential at all; ) is it 
not inconſiſtent with the Wiſdom of Divine Providence, W. 
and with that ſuppoſed eſſential Article of the Chriſtian MW Ti 
Conſtitution, that the Means applied for Remedy of that ¶ fro 
great Eccleſiaſfical Evil, ſhould be propoſed, undertak- Wl by 
en, proſecuted and compleated ſolely under the Empe- 
ror's Agency, Authority. and Influence, from Beginning Wl r 
to End? I mean, his imperial Commands, by Letters ¶ that 
and Meſlages, to Alexander, Biſhop of Alexandria, and to 1 
other of the Biſhops and Clergy, particularly to Arius, ow 
commanding a total Ceſſation: and Abolition of all further I Em, 
' Diſpute and Controverſy, upon fo intricate, curious and the 
unneceſſary Subjects ; and his other Orders about the 
fame Thing; and, upon the Inefficacy of this Method; {Wilur 
the convening and conducting the great ecumenical Al- Iii 
ſembly, or general Council at Nice, for the Deciſion and 
Termination of that moſt important Diſpute; as well as 
of another, which then was accounted of not much leſi 
Moment, and which then was, and for a long Time betore 
had been, the Cauſe of a good Deal of Diſturbance and 
Controverſy, in the Church, viz. the Time for keeping 
Eaſter. Would not the Emperor, who, as I have elſewhere 
ſhewed, was very ſcrupulous and accurate, in rendring and 
preſerving to the Clergy all that Regard, which, by their 
former Influence in the Church, they had acquired d 
claimed, and every other Eccleſiaſtical Immunity ; would 
not He, I ſay (even ſuppoſing he ſhould have ſupplied eve- 
ry aſſiſtant Means of Action, in that grand Affair) yet 


have contrived to give the Whole an Appearance of 
| | | having 
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eat having been conducted under the Influence of the Biſhops 


ro- and Clergy ; and have even ſubmitted to profeſs his own 


lu- WM Agency to be under their Direction and Soveraign Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Authority, for the neceſſary Preſervation- of that 


eſſential Right and Authority, had it then been underſtood 
to be any Part of the Conſtitution.— This would, upon 
the Suppoſition before laid down, have certainly been the 
Caſe. And as the Biſhops of Rome, and their Succeſſors, 
the Popes, claimed this Immunity, in Order to pave the 
Way to their ſpiritual Kingdom; they have in latter 
Times, contrary to the Faith of all Hiſtory, had the Ef- 
frontery to aſſert, that the Biſhop of Rome accordingly did, 
by his ſoveraign, original, eſſential, ſacred, eccleſiaſtical 
Power and Authority, and with only the Concurrence and ſu- 


berdinate Affſtance of the Emperor, convene and conduct 


that auguſt Aſſembly. 

Taosr ſpiritual Politicians were well aware that their a- 
vowing the Conduct of that Affair to have been under the 
Emperor's Authority and Influence, as before ſhewn to be 
the Caſe, would appear quite inconſiſtent with and ſub- 
rerfive of the Scheme of Immunity which they ſee is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to be laid as a Foundation for their ſpi- 
cual Soveraignty, to which, without that, they never 
could form any Thing like a Pretence of Claim. And 
they therefore publiſhed the above-ſaid impudent Falſhood 
n its Support. And they do, in Confirmation thereof, 
ill aſſert, that the calling or ſummoning of general Coun- 
ls is originally, univerſally and unchangeably one Part 
dt the Office and Duty of the Pope, as ſoveraign univerſal 
Head of the Church. And therefore the modern Advo- 
aes for the eſſential Right of this Immunity, for the pri- 
tive Church and for their own ſeparate Societies, cannot 
nſiſt upon their Claim, without impeaching the great 
hriſtian Emperor as intruding into another's Province, 
nd without expreſly advocating that originally falſe Aſ- 
umption upon which the Whole of Popery is grounded 
ad eſtabliſhed, and which, ſhould it be made an eſſential 
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Part of any political Conſtitution, would naturally, and 

almoſt neceſſarily, lead to the ſame Kind of Dominion. N 
And this, moreover, my Antagoniſt in particular, N o 
the Author of the Letter, cannot do without incurring k 
that Charge juſtly, which he hath unjuſtly imputed to Ml P 
his Neighbour, viz. of accuſing Divine Providence of Un- Wl d: 
righteouſneſs and Inconfiſtency, in ſuffering that Affair to have WM d 
been ſo conducted; yet it was ſo done, and that without the C 
leaſt Oppoſition or Remonſtrance from, and contrariwiſe W A 
with the higheſt Applauſe, Approbation and Concurrence I P. 
of both Clergy and Laity. an 

And hence, I hope, it will appear beyond Controverſy, x. 
that as ſoon as the Lodi of the Secular and Eccle- 
fiaſtical Laws ceaſed, by the State's becoming Chriſtian, 
and the Chriſtian Religion becoming one Part of the Civil 
Conſtitution, orof the public Intereſt of the Stare, thoſe ge- 
neral Laws, before conſtituted, came to be of full Force in 
Fact as well as Right; and the Civil Government, in eve- 
ry Chriſtian Nation came thereby to have a Power of 
ordering every Thing belonging to Religion, which had 
not been inſtituted by Divine Authority. And thus it 
was, till Popery found the Means of trampling down, with 
her cloven Foot, the Divine Encloſure, and bringing 
Things to Confuſion. 

I xxow not what man be, but I have a ſtrong Su- 
ſpicion theſe Allegations will not be eaſily defeated; as | 
find the Aſſertion, juſt quoted, affirmed by Cardinal 3 
ronius, Binius, and other Advocates for Popery. My prin 
cipal Opponent is a great Dealer in, and conſequent 
ſhowd be a good Judge of Abſurdity. I think I ma, 
without much Apprehenſion, acquaint him and others 
that hardly any Thing can be more abſurd or a greate 
Soleciſm, than to aſſert, that a Divine Precept, deliver 
ed in the moſt univerſal Terms, ſhould yet be univel 
{ally underſtood, but to require an Obedience much mon 
limited and incommenſurate to its plain Import, than ac 
cording to the certain and indiſputable 2 of etern 
Reaſon and pan ads 


I nant 
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I nave thus vindicated myſelf from the falſe Charge 
of advocating a Doctrine introductive of the Inquiſition, 
or any other ſpiritual Invaſion of human Right. Theſe, we 
have ſeen, always were the genuine Offspring of ſacerdotal 
Pride and Power, which my Adverſary is ( perhaps inconſi- 
drately) aſſerting. I have not impeached the Divine Wiſ- 
dom and Providence, in the firſt Eſtabliſhment of the 
Chriſtian Religion, as I am falfly charged. I deſire the 
Author of that Letter, as well as Mr. Bourn, and all the 


Party, will conſider me as a diſintereſted Friend to Truth, 


and I leave it to anſwer (as I ſafely may) for all its own 
real Conſequences; as well knowing that This is the great 
Foundation, upon which the World is eſtabliſhed that it can- 
nt be moved, Pſal. xciii. 1. And of him who maketh 
This the Foundation and Guide of his Reaſonings and 
Conduct, it may be ſaid, 


Si fractus illabatur Orbis 
Impavidum ferient Ruing. 


To proceed with Mr. Bourn's Anſwer: _ 

He ſays, p. 19. In ſhort, whither will not this Dofirine 
kad us? Never to Popery, Sir, you are ſafe enough for 
that; but, I have juſt ſhew'd whither your Doctrine of 
Eccleſiaſtical Immunity has lead our Chriſtian Anceſtors, 
and whither it would lead us all over again, if we were 
to follow it. You, Sir, argue from the incoherent Idea's 
of Attachment and Prejudice, I argue from original ſelf- 
evident Principles of true Reaſon, Religion and Policy, 
4 they have been moreover confirmed, by the repeated 
Experience of near ſeventeen hundred Years. — Yet, You 
lay of my Poſition, it equally vindicates Conformity to the 
Church of Rome. It is ſtrange, a Poſition which digs 
up the Foundation of Popery, ſhould vindicate Confor- 
ity to it. What's Popery without independent Power ? 
__- 

Tas is, I find, a general common Place Anſwer, with 
be Pariy, and is always lugg'd in, right or wrong. 
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I REMEMBER, at the Time of my Conforming, a very 
zealous and very ſerious Advocate for the MEE TING, fe 
(equally zealous with my preſent Opponent; but, to his 5 
greater Excuſe and Vindication, not of near ſo much E. N 
rudition, ) deſired me (in a calm friendly Manner) to give i 
him the Reaſons of my Conduct. Upon my giving Wo; 
him nearly the ſame I have deſcribed in my Preface; He of 
immediately anſwered (in the important Words of my NI 
preſent Antagoniſt,) Why? You might, by the ſame Ar- Mc 
gument, as well vindicate a Conformity to the (urch tha 
of Rome. This inconſiſtent Anſwer might be well e Wy} 
nough pardon'd to an honeſt ſuperannuated Sea-captain; ian 
but is very abſurd (to borrow once again this pretty Term) Mi; 
in a Gentleman of a learned Education. To this A- 
legation, I made him (as I now make you) this brief and 
_ deciſive Anſwer: So I might, Sir, if the Church of Rone 
had a ſoveraign Power in this Nation, and enjoyn'd no- 
thing more contrary to the Word of God, than any Thing 
our Law enjoins. But fo long as the idolatrous Sacrifice 
of the Maſs, the abſurd Doctrines of the Infallibility and 
Supremacy, of Tranſubſtantiation, Purgatory, Prayers for 
the Dead, the religious Worſhip of Saints and of Angels, 
the Adoration of the Hoſt and Reliques, holy Whippings, 
_ devout Pilgrimages, the abſolute Power of Forgivenels, 
and a vaſt Fracas of pompous and ridiculous Fooleries (to 
which nothing but ignorant Prejudice or intereſted Per- 
verſeneſs could induce any One to compare any Injunction 
of the Church of England as long. I ſay, as theſe are Part 
of the Laws of the Church of Rome, to which ſhe requires 
the indiſpenſable Conformity and Submiſſion of all her 
Members, I can never ſubmit to be of her Commuſij 
or Communion. I deſire Mr. Bourn, and the Authogd 
the Letter, will calmly conſider this Anſwer, comp 
their Reproach of the Church of England with this Ne. 
_ ſcription, and give me a friendly Detail of all the Wb 
ſuzdities, Improprieties and Inconſiſtencies, at which he 
is à great Hand. e 5 
20. 
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few Words, the Abſurdity of this Poſition, (dear Abſuzdity ! 
bow often art thou lugg d in!) Its Tendency would be deſtructive 
if Piety and Virtue (that would be a great Pitp,) Sy plac- 


that the ſaid Eſtabliſhment hath a natural Tendency 10 
e- Nr all Piety and Virtue, and to place ſomething elſe (1 war- 
in; ant, Ignorance, Prophaneneſs and Superſtition) in their 
Room 2 Pray, Sir, with what Sincerity ſhall we be- 
lere your Gentlemen return public Thanks for zhe Efta- 
blſbment of the Proteſtant Religion in this Nation, as they 


yourſelf of the Inference, and Il take Care of your Queſ- 
ion. In Anſwer to which, I have, in my Turn, in 
Heide Compaſs of a few Pages (if not Words) ſhewn the na- 
ural, experimental, dreadful, unavoidable Tendency of 
your dear Doctrine, of Eccleſiaſtical Exemption, Immu- 


els, Mit, ſpiritual Soveraignty, Tyranny. I have ſhewn, and 
ng, WW much greater Man hath ſhewn, it was the Soil, the 
els, Wed and Manure, wherein and whence the Popiſh U- 
$ (10 FMurpation was | ſown, nouriſhed, improved, maturated, 


ompleated; and whoſe natural and genuine Tendency is 


Part all Government, Order, Religion, Piety, Liberty and 
irtue; tho', I hope, as before, it is not much coaſider'd 
g that Light by the Diſſenters. Fs 


5 24. He is not quite ſatisfied of the Propriety of the 
ubordination of Eccleſiaſtical Officers, Sc. or how this 
unducive to the public God. I apprehend, the Expli- 
won of this Affair may not be of any great Importance 
d him or me, till his Judgment or mine ſhall be of 
re neceſſary Concurrence than at preſent, in public wy 

2 Hut 


P. 20. He ſays: Thus I have ſhewn, in the Compaſs of a 


ing ſomething elſe in their Stead. Let me here aſk you, Sir, 
one important ſerious Queſtion, as you have aſked a Deal 
of needleſs Ones — As we are now arguing about a 
cal Conformity to the national eſtabliſhed, Proteſtant 
Church of England, does not this Aſſertion plainly infer, 


0, if they have the ſame Idea, you expreſs of it? Quit 


0 repeat the ſame tremendous Courſe, to the Deſtruction 
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But I believe it will, upon Examination, be found that 
in all large Communities, Eccleſiaſtical as well as Secular 
Officers have been noſtiy in Subordination ; and this hath 


always been eſteemed abſolutely neceſſary to the Good of 


the Public. | , 

Tre Prieſts in the Tabernacle and Temple, though 
not a ſoveraign Society, were in Subordination, and that 
by Divine Appointment, both to each other, in the diffe- 
rent Orders, and All to the ſoveraign Power in the State, 
And, I am perſwaded, one and the fame general Reaſon 


always hath prevailed, and univerſally will prevail: Th 
Inſtance I cite merely as a Precedent, not as a Law. 
b bal 
P. 25. I Tank the Diſtinction of civil and religions 
Society (tho? I condemn it not, as having been of pretty 
general Uſe,) is yet not of any great Importance: As! 
every Chriſtian Proteſtant Country the ſame Perſons and v 
the fame Affairs, both Secular and Religious, are conſti / 
tutive of, and eſſentially appertain to one and the ſand} n 
Community; that is, as ſaid before, Res Ecclgſiaſticæ ſui h. 
et ipſe civiles, quippe pariter cum ſecularibus ad unam eandenl et 
CIVITATEM pertinentes. And the Government off di 
the Lord Jeſus, as Soveraign of the Church, at leaſt, i it 
far as it comes under our Conſideration, is adminiſtred bl R 
the Civil Soveraign, as his Deputy. And He, as KIN P. 
of KINGS and LORD of LORDS, and Prince of i" 
Kings of the Earth, is as well Proprietor and Soveraign off tal 
Civil as Sacred, of Secular as of Eccleſiaſtical Affairs; aW E. 


the Deſign and the Honour of his Kingdom amongſt M K 


is as much concerned and intereſted in one as in the othe w! 
P. 23. I BLAME not (to be ſure) Mr. Bourn's A or 
lowance of public Forms of Prayer, nor his ſupem tio 
Eſteem of his Kinſman's, nor even his Preference FF al! 
the Extempore of that Gentleman, or any other, be | 
fore em all; on Condition he allow me the ſame Libel 
and, particularly, not take it amiſs that I eſteem a Fot 
of Prayer, given in Matth, vi. 9—15, before his Ki. 
| man 
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man's, or thoſe which I reckon much ſuperior; but I ob- 
ſerve, in P. 24. they muſt not be enjoyned by the ſupreme Porto- 
er. No: That would ſpoil all. The mcſt uſeful 
Things relating to Religion, by being enjoyn'd, become 
unlawful, ſinful, oppreſſive, injurious, heretical; the O- 
pinion and Language of the Church of Rome, exactly! 
And yet I cannot, for my Life, find any Limitation of 
ſoveraign Juriſdiction, relating to ſacred Affairs, more 
than to Secular, of Divine Authority. The Civil Go- 
vernment, in the utmoſt Extent, can only enact what 
the Almighty hath not forbid, or forbid what the Al- 
mighty hath not enacted ; and ſo far it may go, in Church 
or State, and He that reſiſteth the Power, rejiſteth the Ordi- 
nance of God. Univerially : tam circa ſacra quam ſecularia. 


P. 25. Mr, Bourn takes ſevere Notice of ſomething 
which was mentioned before in Capital Letters, Sc. 
And 1s it then a Crime-to repeat a Sentence, or an Argu- 
ment, or to diſtinguiſh it by Capitals ? Neither. And he 
had not mentioned ſuch Things, but in Order to ſtrength- 
en his Reaſoning+ Have it under his Hand. Pray, 
Sir, would not what you urge in that Place have had all 
Its Force for Conviction, unleſs thoſe Circumſtances of the 
Repetition and the Capital Lettezs had been added? 
Poor Relief! A great Sign of a Conſcience of Debility, 
when People have Recourſe to ſuch Supports! He very 
falſely inſinuates my advancing ſomething upon no better 
Evidence than my Ipſe dixit. He but inſinuates it, for Jig 
Readers Relief and Conſolation; he knows I am not, in the 
whole Preface, liable to that Charge, as it implies a Blame 
or Blemiſh : Bur his fundamental Doctrine of the Exemp- 
tion, he does not pretend to bring any Proof of. This is 
all pure ipſe dixit. — 


P. 26. Hz here begins, and for ſeveral Pages carries 


. . 11 2 2 
on, a handſome Deſcription of the Steps our bleed Lore, 


and his Apoſtles and Diſciples took, in their Hf. preach- 
; > | | ing 


Corruptions, betore the Eitabliſhment of the Church un- 


given a brief Hint, from the Writings of Euſebius, and 
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ing the Goſpel. I wiſh his whole Piece had been as well 

executed; but as the ſame has nothing at all to do with 
our Argument of Contormity, I ſhall not trouble myſelf ; 
and my Readers with a needles Repetition and Remarks 
upon it. It would, I believe, be, at this Day, a great « 
Advantage to the Church and to the World, if there 
were an univerſal Prevalence, of that dinceraitnd Appli- 
cation, to promote the Doctrine and Practice of Truth 
and Holineſs, which then and afterwards fo viſibly pre- ti 
vailed, and had ſo great a Tendency to convert the World. g 


But, I deſire here to remark, ju 
(J.) THAT there is not one Inſtitution in the Church le 


of England contrary to that amiable Deſcription. W ci 


(2.) THAT out of all that, and all he hath ſaid beſides, fo! 
and all he can trulp ſay, he is not able, nor ever will be, fr 
to make out a Syſtem of Inſtitutions of Divine Autho- wi 
rity, for the Government of the Chriſtian Church, in alli an. 
Ages and Nations. No; that, as neceſſarily variable, O 
was left to humane Inſtitution, _ gle 

I nave, in my Preface, laid it down as a fundamental of 
Maxim, That a Scripture Precedent, as ſuch (and much Ar 
leis any other) hath not the Force of a Law. This Po- ka 
ſition, Mr. Bourn will not, I am ſure, deny, as is noted the 
before. And, it is certain that all the Excellencies off abi 
the firſt and pureſt Times of the Goſpel, including theirfl Nat 
Exemption from the Secular Power, were not a ſufficient ye 
Security againſt the Prevalence of very great and ſhamefu 


der the firſt Chriſtian Emperor; as the ſame are recorded 
by Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians, and whereof I have before 


ſhewn, moreover, that thele very probably ſprung from 7 
Want of a j{ecular Reſtraint, upon the aſſumed Power 0 the 
the Church, before the Union of Church and State; 2 nece 
the greateft Abules undeniably did from the fatal UſurYf but 
pation of Eccleſiaſtical Immunity Trent, and Soveraignt)\WW nal 
over the Secular Power after ps as we have, beyond ann 


Contradiction, ſhewn before. Lr excuſe the * 
b 
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THE numerous Obſtructions of the Reformation in Eng- 
and, which happened from the natural and political En- 
gagements and Attachments of Horry the Eighth; the 
Emulation, Inſincerity, ſelfiſh and ſecular Views of the 


great Officers, under the unhappy glorious young Prince, 


his Succeſſor; the many ſecret Attempts of the Papiſts, 
at Home and Abroad, during that Reign; and their open 
ſhameleſs Outrages, under the next ; the many Difficul- 
ties which embarraſſed that Affair, eſpecially all the Be- 
ginning of Q. Elizabeth's Reign, with ſome particular Pre- 
judices, which that glorious Princeſs muſt be acknow- 
{edged to have been under. All theſe Cauſes, I ſay, con- 
curred to give a Form to the Conſtitution of the Re- 


formed Church of England, probably ſomething different 


from what it would otherwiſe have been. But, whoever 
wil ſeriouſly conſider the viſible and undeniable Appear- 
ances of the Hand of God, in the Beginning, Progreſs, 
Obſtruction, Renovation, and Accompliſhment of that 
glorious Work, may well be convinced it was the Work 
of God alone, and ſuch as the Almighty thanght beſt: 
And our Malecontents, inſtead of complaining for its not 
having been originally fitted to their Bodel, ought, with 
the utmoſt Adoration and Gratitude, to acknowledge the 
abundant Favour and Mercy of God; that, while other 
Nations are ſunk in the Abſurdities of Popiſh Deluſion, 
we have a Proteſtant Church, eſtabliſhed by Law, under 
luch Regulations, as are quite agreeable to the Laws of 
eternal Reaſon; the Rights of Mankind; the Inftitutions, 
of Chriſtianity ; the Prevalence of univerſal Truth; the 
Purity of Worſhip; the Glory of God and the Salvation 
of Men; and what would you have more? 

Tur Rejection of their great Article of Demand out of 


the Model of our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution was, you ſee, 


neceſſarily the firſt Step to the Reformation; as nothing 
but the Reſtoration of the Soveraign Power to its origi- 
nal Right, could put an End to that Oppreſſion and Ty- 
anny, which the Popes of Rome, in direct Conſequence I 
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the ſame Claim and Uſurpation of the pretended original Inv WR 
dependence of Church upon the State, had, for about a thou- WM: 
ſand Years, been exerciſing, to the Abolition and De- Wh: 
ſtruction of thoſe fundamental Privileges which are re- MT] 
ſtored, as juſt ſaid, by the Reformation. And it ſeems Win 
nothing leſs than Inconſiſtency and Deluſion, that Men Mic 
who cannot but know this, and who aſſume to themſelves MW: 
a Superiority of Character, from their zealous Oppoſition ge 
to Popery, ſhould yet demand that Article as eſſentially 

neceſſary to a compleat Reformation, which was itſelf the M 
firſt Step, the Foundation and Support of that Depravity ]W7:; 
which made the Reformation neceſſary, and without which Widoc 
Popery never could have had a Being. Yet we always Th 
hear the Party complaining of this, as the great INeze&t of 
the Reformation, and what the firſt Reformers deſigned 
ſhould be afterwards added. May we not be induced to 
think them given up zo this ſtrong Deluſion, in Conſequence 
of their denying that thankful Acknowledgment of, and Hic 
Acquieſcence in, the Reformation, which was juſtly due nel 
ior ſo merciful and gracious a Diſpenſation of Heaven. 


P. 32. Taz Talians were not the firſt that polluted the . 
pure Streams of the River which made glad the City of our God NM 
(PI. xIvi. 4.) There were many greater or leſſer Deviations 
from, and Corruptions of the original Purity of the Divine ate 
Inſtitutions before that, by numerous Hereſies which aroſe tit 
in the primitive Times. But it is certain that the Biſhop W 
of Rome firſt acquired Poſſeſſion of what his Brother the 
Patriarch of Constantinople was aiming at; the univerſal Nn cy 
Soveraignty in Spirituals, which, in a ſmall Proceſs of 
Time, gave him Opportunity of extending his Dominion er: 
to Temporals too. „5 „„ 

Bur the bleſſed Hand of Divine Power, as juſt ſaid, Mer 
brought us, of theſe Kingdoms, from under the miſe- Nie Þ 
rable Effects of that grand Apoſtacy. And we are now it!) 
ſettled under ſuch a Conſtitution, as that nothing eſſential N SI 
ſeems wanting to continue. the flouriſhing State of by n In 
b 1 | e he e. 
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. WY Redeemer's Kingdom in theſe Nations, but the Preva- 
u- MW [ence of a Spirit of univerſal Holineſs in all Orders, and an 
e- bumble and peaceable Acquieſcence in the Eſtabliſhment. 
re- MW This laſt, I think, is univerſally neceſſary to the flouriſh- 
ms Ming even of our religious Affairs (according to our Sa- 
len Wriour's Maxim, before mention'd;) whatever particular ac- 
ves WM ilento] Advantages may ariſe, or ſeem to ariſe, from the inter- 
on t Feuds and Emulations of contending Parties; as ſome allege. 


ity W21fendorf moſt unfairly and injuriouſly, and he knows he 
ich Wives ſo. But this was neceſſary to ſtrengthen his Reaſoning, 
ays This will appear from the eaſieſt Reference to my Pre- 
of ce. That great Stateſman aſſerts, that every Man in the 
ned tate of Nature, has an original Right to modify his own 
| to ¶ Divine Worſhip according to his beſt Conceptions of Con- 
nce MWiuciveneſs to the Ends of Worſhip, conſiſtently with pub- 
and Mic Order, and the ſame may perhaps be affirmed of do- 
neſtic Worſhip. Have I ſaid a Word againſt this? But 
y Adverſary wonders how I durſt quote a Paſſage ſo 
nuch againſt myſelf, I wonder how he durſt for Shame ſay 
„ The intelligent Reader will hardly need my ac- 
uainting him that, as Puffendorf expreſly declares, al- 


ons tough this is certainly true, as above limited; yet imme- 
ine Nfiately upon the ſuppoſed Coalition of Mankind into So- 
role Witties, this, as well as every Thing elſe of a public Na- 
hop Wire, and not limited by the Laws of God, came to be 
the Wader the authoritative Direction of the ſupret.ce Power 
rſal Nn every State. I have, in my Preface, ſaid thoſe Things 
s of ray, with the greateſt Propriety, be referred to the Con- 


eration and Conſultation of Men immediately concern- 
a but all is to be adminiſtred under the Authority of the 
weraign Power; and the Suppoſition of the Agency of 
e Prieſts, or of the Prieſts and People joyn'd, - indepen- 
atly of the Soveraign and yet in Conſiſtence therewith, is 
dlf-contradiction, a Soleciſm in Politics, an ens rations, 
n Impoſſibility; which it was needleſs here to _ | 


the P. 38. My Reſpondent here cites my Quotation from 
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N. 39. de any one Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitution, which 
encroaches upon any Civil Right of Mankind, in theſe 
Nations, and the Diſpute is over. I have all along all 
ow'd this to be a ſufficient Ground of Diffenting and Se- 
210229 and I have no Dread of perſevering in that Al. 
owance. But however oft, or with how much ſoever Zeal 
and Fervour, Diſcontent, Reproach and Indignation you 
mention this, you never yet have, you never will pro 
duce a ſingle Inftance of Fact. 


P. 39, 40. I AM here to return Mr. Bourn's late Com 
plement, with more Reaſon than he had, and expreſs m 
Wonder, that he ſhould preſs into his Service ſuch a Paſ 
ſage as that of Matt. xx. 25. But, I'Il excuſe him, tor 
guandoquè bonus dormitat Hlomerus. 
Oos Saviour there expreſly declares, that, the Prins 
of the Gentiles (tov sb, of the Nations, the ſecular Powe 
 wniverſally,) exerciſe Dominion over them, and they who ar 

great exerciſe Authority upon them; but it ſhall not be ſoa 
mongſt you. —— Is not this a plain Aſſertion of the Right 
of ſecular Soveraignty, and the Subordination of all un 
determined Affairs to their Juriſdiction, and that the A 
poſtles and their Succeſſors are not to exerciſe any ſuc 
Rule? I will not inſult you, upon this plain Advantage 
Bur, I queſtion if your Friends will fo eaſily pals thi 
Inadvertency. 


P. 41, 42. Courage! T ſee Land! = We are gie 
to Hookez and Calvin Theſe two great Lig ied 
of the Proteſtant Religion had not been brought in, b 
that, as the latter is generally regarded, as the great Pe 
tron of Preſbyterianiſm, and the other as an Aſſertor( 
High Church and Epiſcopacy, I might very brief 
mention the Concurrence of both, in the Principles 
Eccleſiaſtical Polity, as we have ſtated them in this Co 
troverſy. The former having, with great Truth a 
Learning, written a F ohio Volume expreily upon the Su 
jec 
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nch ect; the latter having treated pretty largely, and with 
hee great Skill and Learning, upon the ſame, in ſeveral of 
the former Chapters of the fourth Book of his Inſtitu- 
Se. tions. Both have agreed (whatever Differences may be, 
Al. or appear to be, in the particular Schemes of Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Policy or Adminiſtration,) that the Whole is to be 
under the authoritative Regulation of the Civil Sove- 
nignty. - Both clearly concur with Grotius and Puf- 


dorf, in this whole Argument. 


P. 43. ThE Gentleman ſeems diſpleaſed with my de- 
daring my own private Eſteem of the Church of England 
before the Kirk; and ſays, May not another ſay the ſame 
of the latter? I anſwer, He has my free Conſent. If, upon 
due Conſideration, he eſteems the Conſtitution of the 
kirk preferable, he hath an undubitable Right to declare 
t, We are under an Obligation, by the Laws of God, to 
vey the lawful Injunctions of the ſoveraign Powers we are 
under; but this may very well cenſiſt with an Opinion, 


0 
that thoſe Injunctions are not the very beſt that might be. 
un llus, 1 remember, is ſtrenuouſly urged by Calvin, in many 
Inſtances. And, I ſuſpect, if One was to examine the 


Matter cloſely, the Power of the Kirk will not appear to be 
have been, ſince the Reformation, ſo much ſoberaign 
ad independent of the ſecular Polity as he ſeems to think. 


I xow paſs to P. 48. Where Mr. Bourn hath the Plea- 
re of being at a Loſs to conceive with what Kind of Logic the 
ied Paragraph cloſes. | I think, now, that in popu- 
r Squabbles (which too often happen) about Matters of 
nall Moment, the beſt Way of Accommodation is by an 
thoritative Interpoſition. And this is certainly one main 
nd of humane Government and Authority. This is to 
e ſo evident, that I could hardly think my Reſpondent 
nous in his Oppoſition, had he not illuſtrated it by a 
icnal Compariſon, in which J mult believe he is 
on. | 

| Is 
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In P. 50. The Subordination of the Clergy is agi 
haul'd in, to no Manner of Purpoſe. I have before, in 
its Vindication, ſhewn the Authority and Approbation o 
God and Man; and I need to ſay no more. I ſhall hy 


blamed for repeating what is certainly clear enough Ml 2 
That the leſs Power the Clergy have, the better it hat f. 
always been. The more they keep to their Studies, thei F 
Pulpits and their paſtoral religious Viſitations, as yo 0 
juſtly allege, in p. 50, the better, I believe, it alway! 
was, and always will be, for Church and State: I 
while they have Influence, and are ſubject to like Pa 

| ions as other Men, the Good of the State will always 
quire they ſhould be liable to the ſame Control and Col 
tion as othez Folk, univerſally. 3 
War is remarked in p. 43, upon my p. xxxi. of d. 
Preface, IJ have mentioned only as my own Convictio le. 
from intimate Acquaintance, and long diſintereſted a 
ſorrowful Obſervation, without aſſuming to cenſure r 
Apprehenſions of any One upon it, and I am far fr he 
being alone in my Opinion. — « ] cannot avoid 


« judging of Things according to the clear Rules of H on 
« tural Proportion, If I find a Man, in the Affairs 
c humane Commerce, allow himſelf to proſecute Vie 
« of a pecuniary or other perſonal Intereſt, bp Aol 
„ clearly intonliſtent with the Laws of eteznal Re 
ſon, and Divine poſitive Inſtitution, (whereof I w 
I were to ſeek for Inſtances,) I can never be perſuaded ful 
an One can be under any great Influence of conſcientio 
ſcrupulous Regard to the Laws of Heaven, in Thin 
trifling, dubious and non-eſſential. Rememi 
Sir, you mentioned before the Cap fitting and puttin 
on. 

Do you, Sir, believe One in a Hundred of you tonſt 


their Judgments impartially, zationallu, upon the Subj 


I think whoever will conſider what is entialiy A. 
8 0 
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ſolid zational Conviction, will anſwer in the Negative. 
The Nullity of the Soveraign Power's Right to interfere 


ally falſe, is, I armly believe, the moſt general Principle 
gone upon, and they ſeem very much ſupported and re- 
ireſhed with it. And, yet this is moſt undeniably the 
Foundation, upon which the whole Syſtem of Popery was 


Things, ſtrengthened with the greateſt Authority, both 
Divine and Humane, Pray pardon alſo this Repetition, 


P. 35. WHarT is here alleged, hath not the leaſt to do 
with the Queſtion; particular Facts don't defeat general 
Laws. There were a vaſt Number of indefenſible Actions 
done, during the unhappy Period of about twenty Years, 
you are there upon. —— But rather to ſilence than ſatis- 


yrs or Confeſſors got into the Poſſeſſion of thoſe Churches, 
whence their Ejectment afforded ſo piteable a Spectacle, 
and whereof you, with many other Apologiſts for Non- 
conformity, ſpeak with ſo elegant and laudable a Pathos 
——without ſeeming ever to reflect to what Diſtreſſes the 
Gentlemen were expoſed, who, by the Prevalence of the 


Poſſeſſions (I ſay, Sir, out of their legal Poſſeſſions,) 
tb make Room for the injurious Intruſion of your Saints. 
The Mention of this ſhould for ever ſtop your Mouths 
tom all Repetition of the other. | 


P. 60. Ir is a very ſenſible Pleaſure to me, to ob- 
krve that you are forced to change my Repreſen- 


Him 

"Wſtition of Things, and give a falſe Account of them, 
lc efore you can get the leaſt Appearance of Advan- 
ermM''2*. Why ſhould you tell your Readers ſuch a S T O- 


\Y, as that I ſaid in p. x. and xi. of the Preface, that, 


nce the compleating of the ſacred Canon, no Power on 
Fah 


ubſe 
1 fl 
6 


in Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitutions, however ſhewn' to be eſſenti- 


originally eſtabliſhed, and is to this Day upheld, as I think 
have pretty fully explained from the natural Reaſon of. _ 


ty your Allegations, pray, Sir, conſider how your Mar- 


grand Uſurpation, were violentIp put out of their legal 
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Earth hath Authority to make new Inſtitutions? This ig 
only to flatter your Readers with a falſe Appearance of 
the Abſurd. T neither meant nor ſaid any ſuch Thing, 
If I had had nothing but plain Truth to reply to, 
my Work would have been a good Deal eaſier. [ 
ſaid, © No Power on Earth hath, ſince that Period, a 
Right to inſtitute new Aztitles of Faith, new Sa: 
cc tzaments, oz new Rules of genezal mozal P2acice, 
cc Fc.“ But I have been proving (what all your Op. 
poſition, inſtead of defeating, hath concurred to eſtabliſh;) 
that every Civil State hath a Soveraign Right to make 
new Jnſfitutions, for regulating the Form of external 
Adminiſtration of Things, Eccleſiaſtical as well as Secu- 
lar, neceſſary to public Good, and conſiſtently with the 
Laws of God. I hope you'll take the Blame of this Reptti- 


Lion. 


Ir any Thing in the 39 Articles, as you ſeem to fur- 
miſe, or elſewhere, be apprehended to bear hard upon any, 
I have ſhewn a Remedy. I know nothing that impoſes 
any conſcientious Difficulty upon me as a Lay-Com- 
municant, which was all I propoſed to ſhew in my Pre- 
face. And I cannot think myſelf obliged to contribute 
to the Diſturbance of public Peace and Order, by inter- 
fering to aſſert the Cauſe of others; eſpecially ſuch, whoſe 
Office and Character has no neceſſary Ingrediency, I can 
poſſibly diſcover, in the public Utility; but I ſhall be 
forced to touch upon this again, in ſome brief Remarks 
upon the Poſtſcript. | | | 

I nave omitted mentioning ſome Things bad enough, 
in the Reign and Troubles of Charles I. and in thoſe of 
the following pious Uſurpation. They don't belong to 
our Argument. I never pretended Ability or Inclination 
to vindicate all the Steps of the former nor to cenſure 
all, and I am ſure you will not chooſe to do it for the 
latter. P11 here only mention one Thing Conſequent to 
that long State of Confuſion, which, tho of no great Im- 

| | por 
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portance to our Argument, may be conſidered with Re- 
card to Practice. | 

We all know, there were Steps taken after the Re- 
ſtoration for the Accommodation of Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, 
in which I will not ſay, Reſentment had no Influence. 
But this is what I chooſe to remark : That of the Terms 
propoſed for the Admiſſion or Continuance of the Preſ- 
byterian Miniſters into, or in the Church, One was, their 
Re-ordination by Biſhops. This bore hard upon them, 
and eſpecially, as it was ſaid to be aggravated by ſome Bi- 
ſhops, who inſiſted upon their ſigning a formal Diſallow- 
ance of their former Ordination, as received from the 
Hands of Preſbyters. They thought their Re-ordination 
itſelf too much implied an Impeachment of their former 
Ordination, and a Nullity of the miniſterial Offices per- 
formed in Conſequence thereof, without ſuch an expreſs 
Diſavowance; as they were fully perſuaded they were 
thereby, to all Chriſtian and Eccleſiaſtical Purpoſes, con- 
ſtituted Miniſters of the Goſpel of Chriſt. This was 
Matter of great Debate. Some few ſubmitred, but great- 
er Numbers refuſed. But I think their Hiſtorians allow, 
that thoſe Gentlemen would upon an Indulgence in this 
one Article have generally conformed. What I infer 
hence is, that as the Re-ordination has nothing to do with 
the modern Candidates, it does not appear how they can 
refuſe their Compliance with the Terms now required, 
without impeaching the Conduct of thoſe Gentlemen. 

Tavs, I think, I have given ſufficient Anſwer to eve- 
ty Allegation of Mr, Bourn, of any Moment or Impor- 
tance in the Debate. I am ſure I have omitted nothing 
from any Apprehenſion of Difficulty, but ſome Particulars 
are ſo quite void of all Manner of Relation to the Queſti- 
on, and ſome ſo very trifling, as that their Anſwer would 


. - 


be of no Uſe. 


[ Have now to add ſomething in Conſideration of the 
koltſcript, wherein I ſhall endeavour to preſerve all the 
| fp | 1 2 Evidence 
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Evidence poſlible of the Eſteem I have for the Learn: 
ing and Virtue of the Gentleman I apprehend to haye 
been its Author; tho? of this I have not full Aſſurance. 
He ſays, my taking Occaſion, from the Preacher's o- 
mitting to mention ſome Things I thought he ſhould have 
mention'd, to write againſt the Diſſenters, is 2diculoug 
and abſuzd. I might, perhaps, by entring into a par- 
ticular Conſideration of the Abſuzd and the Ridiculong, 


find ſome Exception againſt the Uſe of theſe two Words, 


on this Occaſion ; but out of Regard to the Gentleman 
ſhall not reply; he hath, by Character, a Claim to reprovy 
and rebuke, as well as to exbort; but I leave it to his Con- 
ſideration, whether thoſe two Wards quite comport with 
the Qualifications preſcribed as neceſſary to the proper 
Diſcharge of that Office, 2 Tim. iv. 2. i way jaxxpolupin 
dida n; it rather appears to me to be not quite conſi- 
ſtent with the former Requirement, nor to have much 
to do with the latter. May not a Perſon ſometimes take 
a flight Occaſion to do an agreeable Action, and yet not 
be chargeable with being abſurd or ridiculous ? Is not this 
ſomething of a railing Accuſation, ſuch as the Arch-angel 
did not durſt not, x troaunes) bring againſt the Devil him- 
ſelf, in a Diſputation? Jude v. 9. Thus, I think, I might 
have objected againſt the Gentleman's Reproof, had the 


Crime been to the utmoſt Malignity of his Deſcription, 


But the Affair is quite (and, I think, very plainly) per- 
verted and miſ-repreſented. 

Tun Miniſter's Omiſſion of ſo fair an Opportunity, 
as his Subject gave him, to treat of the great evangelical 
Doctrine of the Redemption of the World by the Blood of 
Chriſt; really gave Occaſion (as I have ſaid before) to my 
writing the Book, which I have not yet finiſhed and 
printed, on that Subject, in Order to eſtabliſh the 


great End of the Redeemer's coming into the World 


which I hope yet to finiſh; but this hath nothing to do with 
Conformity. —— But the Preface was ſolely writ (quite 
contrary to what is ſaid in the Poſtſcript) ON OCCASION 
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ofthe Gentleman's mentioning ſome Things, I thought, he 
ought not to have mentioned; v7z. his Challenge and Pro- 
teſt, p. ix. of the Preface. | | 
I SHALL not go about to diſpute the Propriety of Dr. 
Whitby's or Dr. Tillotſon's Diſſertations or Remarks upon 
Jobn vill. 31, 32. they are certainly proper, but, I appre- 
hend, were not meant to take in the whole Meaning of 
the Paſſage, nor did either of thoſe great Men, by your 
Account, Sir, give ſo copious and extenſive a Definition 
of the Senſe of that Expreſſion as Mr. $—did, when he 
fad the Import of the Word Truth, in that Text, was the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, at leaſt he took it ſo. And as he pro- 
teſſed, in Conſequence of this Idea, to ſhew the Bleſſings 
accruing to Mankind by he Goſpel of Chriſt, I could not 
imagine any other Reaſon, than that I have aſſign'd, for 
his very obnoxious Omiſſion of what hath, by the Gene- 
rality of Chriftian Teachers, been conſidered as the main 
Deſign of the Goſpel, from the Days of the Apoſtles to 
our Days; even to make us free, to redeem us from the Curſe 
of the Law, Gal. iii. 13. by giving his Life a Ranſom jor 
MANY. Theſe are not the Words of Dr. J/hitsy, nor 
of Dr. Tallotſon; but the Words of the Son of God, the 
Sabiour of the Mozld; and of the great Apoſtle com- 
miſſioned, under the Inſpiration of the moiſt High, to 
publiſh the glad Tidings of the Goſpel, not in the in- 
ticate Words of humane Wiſdom, but in Terms plain 
and obvious to the loweſt Claſs of People, Lake vii. 27. 
luyor evayſeriCoriast the Poor have the Goſpel preached unto them. 
l Lay not much Streſs on the Difference of miniſteri- 
and Lay-Conformity, there is nothing required, in 
the Latter, burthenſom to me; and I beg the R. M. 
B. will excuſe me from entring, in this Place, upon 
the Debate concerning the Scruples they make of Sub- 
ſcription. Due ſupra nos nibil ad nos. There is a very re- 
'erend, honourable, learned and pious Gentleman, every 
Way an Honour to his Character, knows my Sentiments, 
nd what I am able to allege upon that Subject; but * ths 
* . | as 


66 ARtvriy 20 Mr. BOURN's 


hard Speeches of Mr. B. ſhall not induce me to make ſuch 
a needleſs Addition to this Piece, as the Conſideration 
of that Affair would unavoidably be, What He calls z 
looſe Harangue, is all I need to ſay, I meant, I mean to ſay 
no more, there is no Doubt of the Authenticity of Epil. 
copal Ordination; and no Manner of N eceſſity, I canf 
ſee, for the other. Pref. P. 34, 35. | 
My Obſervation of reaſoning Diſſenters, J am very con- 
fident, is true, ang the Term proper, and I ſhall peace- 
ably allow him to conſider it as of as ſmall Moment as he 


_ pleaſes; and allow him alſo his own Proportion of thei 
reaſoning Conſenters, I am pretty much of his Mind. 
I am now come to the Article of Extempore Prayer, iii 
which Account I chooſe to direct my Anſwer to H Ti 
worth's, Jan. 6. upon the ſame Subject. And here, ii Ac 


the firſt Place, I am to acknowledoe the Author's Favour, 
in his Complement of my great Sagacity and ApplicatimWera 
For which I may perhaps be allowed not to be under ſ 
very much Obligation neither; —as he appears to mentio 
this, only in Order to magnify his own far ſuperior Abil 
ty, in being able to ſhew my very great Foible and Ignotior 
Trance, as not having yet attained to the true Notion 01 
ſpeaking, and particularly of the Word or Idea, Extem 
pore, and it would be a Wonder I ſhould ever think of it « 
he ſeems to be of Opinion I ſhould. — —How One may Uo E. 
miſtaken! I thought I had been ſufficiently inſtructeq erf 
in this, full threeſcore Years ago. However, I'Il not ye 
ſubmit to think myſelf ſo compleat a Booby and Ignora 
mus, as the Letter ſo very complacently repreſents, witl 
out attempting ſomewhat in my own Vindication. 
Tuis Debate, I would previouſly obſerve, is of n 
Manner of Import in our Queſtion, and might han 
paſſed without Repetition (as I with it had) but that ent 
happened to mention, à premeditated extempore Profil 
as a Contradiction in Terminis— an Affront not to % 
born! and for which I am demanded Satisfatlo! 
and for my Conviction (of having been guilty of 
7 groundl 
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ach groundleſs a Reproach) am referred to Quintilian among 
jon Ml the Antients, and to Bennet amongſt the Moderns.—As I 
Is off im under the Misfortune of having neither of thoſe Au- 

ſay thors, and ſo not qualified to diſpzove the Evidence, I 
pi-W muſt beg Leave to aſſert my Innocence, and juſtify my 
can own Cauſe otherwiſe, as well as I can, independently of 

thoſe Authorities. | e 

BAILEY's Engliſh Dictionary has been a long Time 
poſſeſs'd of a tolerable Degree of Reputation; and paſſed 
Matter of twelve or thirteen Impreſſions. I there find 
a; follows. = 

Extemporal : Extemporalis. : done or ſpoke in 

Extemporary 5 Extemporarius. the very Inſtant of 
Time, withaut ſtuduing or thinking bekfoze⸗ hand. This 
Account, I think, is full in my Favour, and ſhews I 
had Ground for my Opinion, that the Latin Adverb 
eractly concurs with our Engliſh One, off Hand. 

Taz next Evidence I bring, is from the Enghſp Dictio- 
ury of SAMUEL JOHNSON, A. M. in two Vols. 
Fol. Pr. J. 4. 105. (I hope no Body will ſcruple its Au- 
hority: He was indeed quite equal to the Work.) Where 
find, | | | 
Extemporaneous, adj. [ Extemporaneus, Latin.) Mith⸗ 
ut P2emiditation ; ſudden. 

Extemporary, adj. [extemporarius, Latin.] Uttered or 
performed without Pꝛemeditation; ſudden; quick. 
Extempore, adv. [extempore, Latin.] Without Pꝛe⸗ 
editation ; ſuddenly; readily ; without ann previous 
Ae or Pꝛepazation | 
To Extemporize, v. n. [from Extempore] to ſpeak 
t5pore or without Premeditation. ©, 

Ir is undeniable, I think, that theſe two very Au- 
entic Eugliſb Writers are full in my Favour. Let's go 
n with our Evidence. 

Is LITTLETON's Latin Di#ionary, I find thus. 
Extemporalis, Quint. durogidios, ſudden, without Pre⸗ 
gedit ation or Study; | | 


Extem- 
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tation of the Greek Words, and find 


Premeditation. 


in aſſerting that a premeditated extemporaneous Performance 
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 Extemporaneus ; Quint. apthiryroc, eat id. quod ex- 
temporalis. 

Taz Engliſh and the Latin Part of this Expoſition is in- 
dubitably i in Confirmation of my Cenſure; and, for greater 
Corroboration, I conſulted the Lexicons for the Interpre- 


Scapula for do rogcedlasi, writes extempore non præmeditats, 
and every one knows peatrnros ſignifies without Care a 


_ Conſt antine hath Ar 100 W temere negligent er ad rem accedi, 
de Atyw 7 ved. "Auroggediacns , qui extemporalem * 
bet orationem, which he expounds thus, avev PpovTides roh 
 Atyav, He that ventures to ſpeak without Premeditation. 

Suetonius ſays of Auguſtus Ceſar, neque in ſenatu neque ai 


populum, neq, ad milites locutus eft unquam, niſi meditata ei Af 
compoſita oratione, quamvis non defecerit ad ſubita, extenpo- of 
ral facultate, where it is undeniable, the extemporali faculW | 
tate is ſet in oppoſition to the meditata et compoſita oratim, I tin 
which imports a ſtudied Compoſition, written or unurit P 
ten. on 


Tux ſame writes of Flavius Veſpatianus, Latinæ Green: 
linque promptus et facilis, ad extemporalitatem uſq, I need not Ih. 


direct you in the Interpretation. Own 


I cannot forbear, from ſo many Evidences, full in 
my Favour, believing that I am innocent of all Tranſgreſiun 


ſmells ſtrong of a Contradiction. It is plain, Littleton 


quotes Vintilan 1 in Vindication of his Senſe of the Word p 
which is mine, and ſuch a bungling Wretch I am, as not i pi 
ſee enough, in the Author's Citation made from Sui, 4. 
lian, to ſet me right. There is a viſible Difference betwixgl A 


reading or reciting præeunte monitore, and reciting extem nat 
pore five ex pefore ; but I muſt ſtill infiſt, that the Authori 
Affirmation, that he Extempore does not exclude Premedits 
tion, is not ſufficiently explained or confirmed; and, IF 
very ſure, it is quite contrary to ſuch Authorities as Wi ü 
have been enabled to quote above. | 
| I TH. 
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* 
I TrINK it was not of much Neceſſity to any Part of 
dur Argument, to repreſent what I had ſaid, of the Dif- 
ficulty of joining in an extemporary Prayer, under the po- 
lite Character of a bungling Account; eſpecially, till the 
Gentleman had made it evident, by Experience, that he 
aid I can fully conceive the Meaning of a long Sentence 
in one of Tulhy's Orations, Sc. by hearing only the firſt 
Part of it pronounced; but as I am ſure no Man alive 
can do that, without previous familiar Acquaintance with 
it, or a Spirit of Prophecy. I muſt ſtill inſiſt that, when 
[ſaid I muſt wait *till every Sentence of an extemporary 
Prayer be finiſhed and approved, before I could make it 
2 rational Act of Devotion; with all the concomitant Cir- 
cumſtances there related, I did give a true Account of that 
Affair, and ſuch as is unalterably agreeable to the Nature 
of Things, be it as bungling as you will. 

Bor let us, for the greater Preciſion, make an Expe- 
timent in a famous Sentence, in the Beginning of the O- 
ration pro A. Licimo Archia Poeta, which is not near ſo 
long as very often occur, in the immortal Writings of 
hat great Father of Roman Oratory. Of which Sentence 
have tranſcribed a Branch a little before, to expreſs my 
own Senſe. | 7 

“Si quid eſt in me ingenii, Judices, quod ſentio quam 
* ſir exiguum; aut fi qua exercitatio dicendi, in qua me 
non inficior mediocriter eſſe verſatum; aut fi hujuſce 
rei ratio aliqua ab optimarum artium ſtudiis et diſciplina 
profecta, à qua ego nullum confiteor ætatis meæ tem- 
pus abhorruiſſe: earum rerum omnium vel in primis hic 
A. Licinius fructum à me repetere prope ſuo jure debet.“ 
A very obvious Reflection will convince the moſt ob- 
nate, how impoſſible it would be, for an Hearer, to 
ave taken in the great Orator's. Senſe and Conception 
t this Sentence, till the ſame had been (at leaſt very 
early) finiſhed. - What Idea could any Audient have 
ad thereof when the Word ingenii was pronounced? No- 
ng at all; nor any more from the Word exiguum. 


What 
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What a State of Attenſion and Expectation muſt every 
One have been in, at his pronouncing the Words exerc- 
talio, inficior, abhorruiſſe; nay, even at hic Aulus Licinius, 
&c. In ſhort, what an Hiatus muſt have been in the Mind 
of every Attendant, *till the concluding Branch of the 


Sentence came to be pronounced. And yet I am very 
politely repreſented as a bungling Fool, for aſſerting that 
I am not capable of taking in the Senſe of an extempora-| 
neous Prayer, and making the ſame a rational, a devout 
Addreſs of my own Mind to the moſt High, otherwiſe] 
than pedetentim or gradatim, Step by Step, as the Sentences, 
one after another, come to be compleated (I muſt ſtill add) 


and approved. What I have ſaid in the Preface, of my 


own Experience, is certainly true in Fact: The Force of 
its Concluſion I ſhall not inſiſt on, as the Stupidity of! 


the Attendant might be an Obſtruction to the ready Per- 
ception. I wiſh the Author of this very humane Reflect. 


on would ſometime attend the publiſhing of a Proclamati- 


on by the Officer, as the ſame is dictated to him by a Clerk, 
and try the Truth of my Aſſertion in his own Perception 
of the Senſe and Connection of ſuch a Piece. I can tell; 
this Difficulty has, many a Time, given me a good Deal 
of Trouble, while I attended that Way of divine Wor 
ſhip. I am fully perſuaded, whatever is alleged to the 
Contrary, that the Attention of the Mind may be more 
regular and conſtant to one Train of Action, than tc 
two or more different and inconſiſtent ones, as, I think 
I bave, in the Pretace, truly deſcribed them. It is urged 
that Novelty preſerves Attention— I know not but il 
may: But what Kind of Attention? To this Queſtion} 
cannot give a better Anſwer, than in the Words of a ve 


worthy Diſſenting Miniſter. 


« For Want of a Form, Prayer, ſays he, is oftentimes WM 


painful Thing, an Exerciſe of the Head only, without 
c any Motion of the Heart and Affections.“ This 150 
Encreaſe of Attention by the Extempore. It is, you may ima 


gine, not a ſmall Pleaſure, upon the caſual falling of a Boo 
| | | int 


duct, 
poſer. 
admit 
kr ibe 
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into my Hands, within a few Days, thus to find the de- 
cared Sentiment of a Gentleman of the Character, con- 
cur ſo compleatly with the Deſcription I had before given 
of the ſame Thing -in my Preface. 

Ta1s Declaration is more emphatically true of the Mi- 
niſter, as in the cited Paſſage ; but the Attention of the 
Hearer is certainly liable to all that Waiting, that Diſtrac- 
tion and Tumult, I have endeavoured to deſcribe, and 
fom which the uniform undiſturbed Action of a devout 
Mind, in the Repetition of a cuſtomable Form, is quite 
free. | : 
I REMEMBER to have formerly ſome where met with a 
Declaration of (I think) Biſhop Bull's, on this Subject, to 
this Effect. If all Men were like ſome Men, One might 
* almoſt wiſh our public Prayers were all to be Extem- 
gore; but as omnis ordo humani generis habet ſuum Vulgus; 
and as this /u/gus generally takes in much the greater Part, 
i is much for the general Advantage, that the public Of- 
ices of divine Worſhip ſhould be from Forms authorita- 
tively preſcribed. : T = 

ARE you, Sir, as you ſeem, provoked that I have ven- 
tured to enter the Liſts with a Perſon of ſo much ſuperi- 
or Merit and Character? Don't take it amiſs, Sir, I own 
jour double Superiority, I have a Senſe of, and a cordial 
Eſteem for your valuable Qualifications, I aſſume not to be 
upon a Level; but we have as yet, in this Nation, by the 
favour of Heaven, the Privilege of publiſhing a Diffe- 
rence of Sentiment or Perſuaſion from even a Dignitary, 
pritua] or ſecular. Titles and Dignities, Office or ex- 
ternal Character, have nothing to do with the True and 
the Falſe. It is as much my Duty to be ſatisfied in my 
own Mind, as any One's elſe; and I have as much Right 


render a public Reaſon of my own Conviction and Con- 


duct, eſpecially in Caſe of Cenſure and Reproach, as my Op- 
poſers; and if I happen to allege any Thing which don't 
admit of a rational Anſwer or Contradiction, it is to be a- 
cribed to the Juſtice of the Subject, not to any ſuperior 
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Skill or Addreſs in the Advocate. In ſhort, in this Ar- 
gument, the Miniſters have, I own, ſome Thing to fay 
for themſelves, perſonally, which I have never yet ſeen an- 
ſwered; but I am very clear, that it has nothing to do with 
the People, with me; and lays no Manner of Obligation in 
Conſcience upon me or others to enter into the Merit of 
their Scruples.—— But to go on to the Concluſion. —— 
I rdoxn'T deny but there may be a general Scheme of an 
Extemporary Prayer or Speech formed in the Mind, as | 
believe is moſtly the Caſe; and the more of this, I think, 
generally the better is the Prayer, Sc. ceteris paribus. But, 
at the ſame Time, it is, with the leſs Pꝛopzietn, called 
an extemporary Prayer. We know a Gentleman, who 
ordinarily (I believe, always) preaches without Notes writ- 
ten at all; yet he does not profeſs to preach extempore: He 
preaches from a premeditated, precompoſed Form, depo- 


fited in his Memory, which is, at leaſt almoſt, as different 
from doing it extempore, as if his Sermon was read from ©! 
a Copy, every Word written down. When Folks begin le 
to give hard Language upon Things of no more Evidenc Pr 
and Moment than ſuch as theſe are, it looks as if they Cl 
were angry, and as if it were Time to leave off. —— I have Ul 
but a little more to add. Pray what Reproach or Calum by 
ny is it to the primitive Practice (bona verba precor, ne ſeviiiff ©* 
magne ſacerdos) to aſſert that I cannot poſſibly joyn ſo re: Ve 
dily in an extemporary Prayer (under the Circumſtances bn 
juſt deſcribed) as in a Form, which I am familiarly ac *** 


quainted with? This Aſſertion don't alter the Nature ol 
Things, it does not alter the Agreement or Diſagreement 
of this with primitive Practice, it can't add or take oi 
the leaſt to or from the Truth of that Declaration, whic 
therefore cannot be ſinful. I have ſaid before, I alway 
will, to the beſt of my Power, cleave to Truth, and leave 
it to anſwer for its own Conſequences. This Cenſure dl 
Impiety is ſo like the Charge in Yhbitworth's, Jan. © 
mentioned before, that One would be inclined to believe 


was out of the ſame Mine, and yet I have not _—_ it ſo 
1 HAY 


free and Banken CoxsDRRAT Tons. . 


I nave by me Chry/ſo Now 8 Homilies, in he Original 
Greek, which muſt be acknowledged to be ſerious, uſeful, | 
nſtructive, and even, as I have found them call d, elegant | 
Things; but when I compare theſe with the Diſcourſes I 
bad lately the Pleaſure to read, of the right Reverend L. 
Biſhop of London, I think I, may, without the leaſt Re- 
proach to the ancient (for we are here beyond the Li- 
mits of the primitive) Chriſtian Church, or to the great 
Character of the Biſhop of Conſtantinople, ſay (as I really 
think) that the Jatter are vaſtly more elegant, regular, 
nſtructive, perſuaſive, uſeful, &c. than the former. I 
can't but think, it is aſſuming a Power, God has not 
given, to cenſure of Impiety my Preference of a ſtated 
form of Prayer before an unregulated, unpremeditated, 
extemporaneous One, let the Conſequence be what it 
nay; and it is no Dimunition of a proper Regard for the 
primitive Church, to ſay ſo. I wiſh I may never be ac- 
cuſed of any greater Crime, or upon better Grounds. I be- 
lere the Aſſertion of the univerſal Uſe of extemporary 
Prayer in the primitive Church, may be made by one 
Claſs of Men, with about as much Certainty, Truth and 
Uſefulneſs, as the general Prevalence of formed Liturgies 
by another. I profeſs to you, I believe neither one nor 
rother, and ſuppoſe either true, it would conclude in, 
becauſe Precedents are not Laws. Had the Queſtion, I 
have intereſted myſelf in, been as ambiguous, obſcure and 
undeterminable as this, You had never ſeen a Word of 
tis Debate, from the worthleſs Pen of, 88 


S 1 R, | 
Your moſt cordial Friend, 
And humble Servant, | 


PETER WHITFIELD. 
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